
Ravenna is known as the city of mosaics as it houses the most celebrated mosaics in 
Europe.  We arrived by coach and walked to the Piazza del Populo. We explored the 
area for some time, discovered a beautiful mosaic gallery, did some shopping and had 
lunch. Then our guide took us on a tour of the city to see the most outstanding sights. 
We visited the Basilica of St Vitale first. This Basilica dates from the 6th century. 
Mosaics depicting scenes from the Old and New Testaments cover the walls and vault 
of the presbytery and the Apse. Events from the lives of 
Abraham and Moses are beautifully illustrated. There are 
depictions of the evangelists and the prophets and of the 
sacrifices of Abel and Melchizedek and many more. Inside 
the chancel two magnificent mosaics portray the Emperor 
Justinian with San Massimiano and a very solemn Empress 
Theodora. Christ is depicted seated on a deep blue globe. We 
also visited Dante’s tomb.  The new Basilica of St. Apollinare 
is a must- see. On the right wall, twenty six martyrs in white robes are depicted moving 
towards Christ and the apostles. On the left there is a procession of virgins carrying 
gifts to the Madonna. Both walls are covered with many smaller panels illustrating the 
life of Christ.  
 On Sunday we celebrated Mass in the local Church. On the final day  we were free to 
explore as we wished.  Some people revisited Venice, while others returned to Padua or 
Chioggia. Some  people went cycling. Our holiday in the Veneto was very memorable 
and we will probably feed off the memories of the Veneto and its “splendours” for 
some time to come.   

Fr. Michael Carey Adm 
Mass Intentions for this coming week: St Colmcille’s:    
Mon 8.00am Dec members of the Keane Family    
Mon 10.00am Venerable Edel Quinn  Sat 6.30 pm Tony Conway 
Tues 8.00am Special intention   
Tues 10.00am Patricia Hennelly  Sun 8.30am Michael Field  
Wed 8.00 am Mary O’Reilly    
Wed 10.00am Fr Séan O’Neill  Sun 11.30am John & Bridget McNulty 
Thurs 8.00am Michel Murphy      
Thurs 10.00 am Dec members of Geraghty Sun 7.30 pm Conor Murray 
  & McGreevy Family  
Fri 8.00 Brendan Jameson     
Fri 10.00am Kevin Leonard 
Sat 10.00 am Peggy & Jack Dennehy 

Church of the Visitation Drynam                 The Visitation of the BVM 
Drynam Mass Times for July and August: Mon, Tue, Wed each week: 9.20 am 
Fri 1st August and Fri 15th August: 9.20am 
Sun: 10.00 am and 12.00 am 
Regular 9.20 am Mass on Fridays and 11.00am Irish Mass on Sundays will resume in September. !
St Colmcille’s Parish Pilgrimage to Knock 
St Colmcille’s Parish Pilgrimage to Knock takes place on Saturday 9th August.  Coach departs 
from‘The Star’ at 8am sharp. Cost for coach only is €15.  Stopover for breakfast/snack en-route.  
Evening meal/carvery on return at Percy French Hotel, Strokestown.  For booking contact Mary 
087 2711376 or Ita 01 840226 

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes at Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristan: Stephanie Byrne-8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-10.30am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@eircom.net 

 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish holiday to Adriatic Coast – Part 2 
 “O God, come to my aid; O Lord make haste to 

help me!” 
Newsletter Sunday 3rd August 2014 

Part two of the Parish holiday newsletter written by Una Kearns......As we sailed across 
the Lagoon once more, aware that we had, had a unique experience, we watched fondly 
until “the Serenissima” faded from view”....  
We also visited Chioggia on a few occasions to search for bargains at the markets, to 
browse in the art galleries, to visit the Cathedral or to sit by the side of the Lagoon and 
watch the boats come and go. Chiogga is the principal fishing port on the lagoon and is 
only a fifteen minute walk from Sottomarina. 

  
One of the highlights of the trip was our visit to Padua. We alighted 
from the coach in the Prato della Valle and walked to St Anthony’s 
Square. The soul of the city is St Anthony’s Basilica which is the burial 
site of the city’s patron saint. Before we visited the Basilica, Fr. Michael 
celebrated a very prayerful Mass in one of the Oratories. After Mass we 
turned our attention to the lavish Basilica which was built as a shrine to 
St. Anthony.  The exterior is very impressive. The cone shaped central 

dome is accompanied by seven other domes and the facade is a mixture of 
Gothic and Romanesque elements. Once inside, we   visited St. Anthony’s sarcophagus 
in the north transept. The walls around the shrine are decorated by marble reliefs 
depicting scenes from  
St. Anthony’s life. The frescoes in the adjoining transept which depict scenes from 
everyday medieval life are much more colourful. The Reliquary Altar receives much 
attention and the relics are contained in very ornate, gold and silver reliquaries. Space 
does not allow for a description of the many chapels in the Basilica.   
 Our guide then took us on a tour of the city. Padua has many squares with irregular 
shapes. We entered Piazza Anterore which gets its name from the mythical founder of 
Padua. Next we saw the “Palace of Reason” which was built in 1218 to serve as 
Padua’s law court and is Europe’s biggest medieval hall. The walls are covered with 
frescoes by Miretta. The “Palace of Reason” separates two squares, the Piazza della 
Erbe and the Piazza della Frutta, where fruit and vegetable markets are held daily. In 
these two squares we got a glimpse of ancient Padua. It is an old university town with a 
significant academic history. Palazza del Bo is the seat of Padua’s University. The city 
centre is extremely lively because of the large number of students and the fruit markets. 
A little further on, we reached Cafe Pedrocchi . This oddly shaped cafe is a meeting 
place for students and intellectuals. Having completed our tour we lunched in one of   
the squares, did some shopping and walked down the Via Roma to board the coach for 
the return trip to Sottomarina.  
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
  Antiphon - “You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed 

with all delights and sweetness in every taste.”  
Living the Paschal Mystery 
Jesus’ response to the crowds was an in-breaking of God’s kingdom, embodied 
by the very person and presence of Jesus whom the crowd sought. If we are the 
presence of the risen Christ today, then we too are an in-breaking of God’s 
kingdom when we reach out in compassion to satisfy the needs of others. 

One challenge, then, of our everyday living of the paschal mystery is to see in 
the self-sacrificing dying we embrace for the sake of others as an in-breaking of God’s 
presence and kingdom. In other words, our compassion and care for others is more than 
simply satisfying another’s need (as important even as that is in itself); like Jesus, our 
compassion carries with it the foretaste of eternal life. This places our everyday self-
sacrificing in a whole different context, and so we are better able to see how our dying 
to self leads to rising and eternal life. 

At the same time, sometimes we must hold our own hands out and say, “I’ll 
have some of that.” We must be willing to receive the life that divine presence brings, 
whether that comes through liturgy and prayer or through the goodness of others. And, 
always, we are given life in abundance. (Source: Living Liturgy) !
  A REFLECTIVE SENTENCE Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and 
shepherd leading him/her to life …. St. Basil the Great (ca.330-379) 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Rose Brennan    Carlton Court 

 
An Irish Bedtime Blessing   
 Always remember to forget 
the things that made you sad. 
But never forget to remember  
the things that made you glad. 
Always remember to forget               
the friends that proved untrue. 
But never forget to remember 
those that have stuck by you. 
Always remember to forget 
the troubles that passed away. 
But never forget to remember 
the blessings that come each day. !!

Standing Orders 
Over 80 houses have received notification from the Parish concerning the closure of our account 
by Danske Bank. The letter requests the setting up of a new standing order. To date we have 
received back around 38. Thank you to all who have done so. Can I prevail upon the outstanding 
recipients to return as soon as possible? Thank You !
St. Colmcille’s  - Summer Schedule 
There will be no 10.00am Sunday Morning Mass from next Sunday until 14th September when it 
will resume.   There is a 10.00am Mass in the Church of the Visitation, Drynam and St. Finian’s, 
River Valley 

!
Feast this Week 
St. John Vianney– Monday 4th August. 1786-1859, had to contend with poverty, military 
service and his own intellectual shortcomings in order to become a priest. In 1817, he was sent 
to care for the people of Ars, a small, obscure French village. The marvellous gift of the 
unlearned priest for seeing into the depths of the soul brought the world to Ars. From 1830 on, 
he averaged twelve to sixteen hours a day in the confessional. Patron of priests. 
The Transfiguration – Wednesday 6th August. The Cross requires the exodus of Jesus, his 
death, Resurrection and glorification. The disciples have to realise that he must depart, just as 
they are prepared for his going to Jerusalem to die. The Transfiguration of the Lord on Mt. Tabor 
came to strengthen the faith of the disciples. 
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) Patron of Europe– Saturday 9th August – 
born in 1891 at Breslau (now Wroclaw, Poland), the youngest of seven children of a Jewish 
family. A brilliant student, she gained her doctorate in philosophy at twenty-five. After reading 
the autobiography of St. Teresa of Avila, she became a Catholic in 1922 and eleven years later a 
Carmelite nun. Both Jewish and Catholic, she fled to Holland when the Nazis came to power but 
she was captured and sent to Auschwitz where she died in its gas chamber on 9 August 1942. 
!
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the Gospels, “compassion” is used in a way which is restricted and instructive. It is used only 
of Jesus himself or of God in one of the parables. The word itself means something like mercy, 
arising from deep within, a kind of spontaneous empathy and understanding, the kind of reaction 
a woman has for the child of her womb. When people are compassionate to us, it is because we 
need and usually we are deeply touched and grateful. Such is our God! If we receive such 
compassion, we are obliged to give it in return, of course. This is the charter of Christian living. 
Prayer - God, all merciful and all compassionate, help us to be like you that we may console 
others with the same consolation with which we ourselves have been consoled  !
POLISH MASS 
Holy Mass in Polish Language, will be celebrated on Sunday 10th August  at 6.45pm in St. 
Cronan’s Church, Brackenstown Road, Swords. (Spowiedz 6.15pm & Msza 6.45pm)

!


