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When John Paul kissed the ground of Ireland, he made a statement around respect.
He knew that he would be here for a limited amount of time but wanted the people of
Ireland, like Moses, to recognise the holiness of the ground on which they walked and, like
the man buried in Connemara, to leave the world a better place, but in no way damaged,
because we lived. Respect!! (Trocaire Lenten Resources for 2019). Fr. Michael Carey
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

3rd Sunday of Lent

Intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Eugene Walsh & Martin, Michael
& James Hickey
Mon 10.00am Sr Helen Weston
Sat 6.30pm Ita Mongey
Tues 8.00am Special Intention
Tues 10.00am Mary Harnett
Sun 8.30am Vera Barker
Wed 8.00am Madge Lowndes
Wed 10.00am NO MASS
Thurs 8.00am Kathleen Reynolds
Sun 11.15am Patrick Donovan
Thurs 10.00am Emma Bruton
Fri 8.00am Special Intention
Fri 10.00am Alice Roe

At our Masses next weekend we also remember: Peter Walsh & Family
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Church of the Visitation Drynam

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)

St. Vincent de Paul will have their monthly collection outside the church in Drynam next
Sunday.
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Patrick Stafford
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Rathbeale Cottages

Saints in the Church’s calendar
The Annunciation of the Lord (March 25th)

This feast celebrates Mary’s ‘Yes’ to the Angel Gabriel that she be the mother of ‘Our
Lord’. We are holy because Jesus is holy. We do not earn holiness by doing good deeds, but
our good deeds – our care and concern for others - is a concrete expression of our holiness,
our relationship with God. We celebrate this day Jesus being made flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. We also celebrate this day Jesus being made
flesh in our own lives by our faithful living of the divine Life that was first given us in
baptism and continues to grow in us as we, like Mary, say yes to God in all we do.
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
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Pearl Claire O’Brien, Robyn Lisa McNally Madill, Rian Brendan Flynn, Lucy
Maria Frosina, Hailey Eve Glanville, Cara Erin Weston
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The place on which you stand is holy
ground
“I will give you a new spirit, says the Lord”
Newsletter Sunday 24th March 2019
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Coming down the steps on a September day in 1979, John Paul went down on his knees
and kissed the ground at Dublin airport. It was a powerful moment of witness. In this
gesture, he recognised the land, more than that, he bowed to the sacredness of the land he
had chosen to visit. Other than a visit to Poland, it was his first visit outside Rome and was
to be the first of many to countries all over the world. This gesture of kissing the ground
remained a central part of all his visits. Indeed, there is footage of him, feeble now and
tired and unable to kneel on the ground, being brought a bowl of earth that he might kiss it
and acknowledge, as he did in Dublin that day, the soil beneath our feet.
As a child I remember attending a funeral in Connemara. I don’t remember much
of the ceremony, but I have a clear recollection of the burial. The grave was filled in while
we were still there and the Rosary was prayed, in Irish I imagine. When the grave was
filled, the men who had taken turns filling it in, flattened the surface and then rolled out a
long “sod” of grass. It was, for all the world, like a roll of carpet and they rolled it back
into place over the filled in grave, patted it down and left it, as they had found it. Though
young, it’s a vivid memory for me and I think I understood it for what it was, a sign of
reverence of the earth. There was something said that when a man’s life is over, he should
leave the world as he found it, no worse because of his presence. Respect.
Moses, in today’s reading, is told to take off his shoes for the ground on which he
walks is “holy ground”. Respect.
Reflecting again on Trócaire’s Lenten Campaign this year, we are reminded of
land-rights. Grass is grass and earth is earth wherever it is found, and rights are rights.
There remains much injustice in our world. Much of Trócaire’s work seems to be linked
with being on the side of right rather than might. The people working for Trócaire abroad
are, in most cases, local people who have no stomach for oppression and want to make a
difference in their own place. Respect.
Visiting Honduras a few years ago, I had the chance to witness some of this work
and was surprised because prior to that, I thought of Trócaire’s workers in terms of being
Irish Missionaries of sorts. I felt I would be meeting Irish men and women, miles away
from home, working in difficult and dangerous situations. While I did meet some, what I
learned was that Trócaire seeks to connect with like-minded people, native to the countries
to which it brings aid, because these are the people who know the story best. Imagine a
problem in Ireland and people coming from another country to fix that problem for us, only
to return to their own country when the work was done. Yes, there might be a “fix” but the
presence of the worker, the one who knows best the story, is central and crucial. The work
done by Trócaire here in Ireland and abroad is crucial and the ability of people on our
“ground” to recognise those best placed to make a difference is a key factor in the work
being done and supported by us at parish level.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis
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Sacrament of Confirmation - GNS
Next Wednesday 27th March, the girls from St. Colmcille’s GNS will receive the Sacrament
of Confirmation at 11am. On behalf of the Parish I am delighted to welcome Fr. Liam O’
Cuiv, Episcopal Vicar who will administer the Sacrament. I wish the school well in all their
preparation these coming days.

Parish Initiative for Lent?
For this Lenten season, the parish Liturgy Team have come up with something new. For
each of the Wednesday’s of Lent a difference group in the Parish will pray the Stations of
the Cross. This will take place on Wednesday Evening at 7.30pm and each week they will
follow a different theme and all are welcome. This week, the Members of the Legion of
Mary will pray the Stations on WEDNESDAY 27th March at 7.30pm in St. Colmcille’s.
Please do come along and attend
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Sacrament of Confirmation
27th

On Wednesday
March due to the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation there
will be NO 10.00 Mass on this day. The 8.00am Mass will be celebrated as normal
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Prophets of our Time
!GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY AND MIGRATION
!

David Donoghue, who was the Irish Ambassador to the UN in New York, from 2013 - 17,
has had a long career in the Department of Foreign Affairs. His overseas postings took him
to Rome, Bonn, Paris, Moscow, Vienna and Berlin.
David did vital work as the Co-chair of the negotiations on the ‘UN Sustainable
Development Goals’ (SDGs), ensuring that they were unanimously accepted by world
leaders in September 2015. The following year in 2016, he played the same role in the
negotiations which led to the ‘New York Declaration on Migrants and Refugees’, the first
ever global agreement on these issues.
‘The UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’ is a visionary set of 17 goals. They
aim to eradicate poverty and hunger, fight corruption, address climate change, plus water
and sanitation issues, thus ensuring sustainable development across the globe. If each
country implements the 17 SDGs by 2030, then: One billion more people could lift
themselves out of extreme poverty; Three million children might not die each year from
preventable diseases; Every girl child could access education, Vast regions of droughtprone countries would be re-afforested, and Renewed soil health will help farmers fight
hunger and climate change.
“There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants, seeking to flee from the growing
poverty caused by environmental degradation.” Pope Francis, Laudato Si
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Take up Something for Lent
Our Parish Book Club, reading Pope Francis’s Book, Rejoice and be Glad,
has been taking place during Lent. We will meet again
on March 28th at 2.30pm in the Parochial House. You
are welcome to come along even if you were unable to attend last
meetings. We will be discussing Chapter 4 . Please contact Colette at
the Parish ofHice for more information . Books will be supplied and tea
and coffee will be served
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Evening of Reflection and Renewal for Ministers of the Word St Finian’s
parish, Rivervalley invites all Ministers of the Word from the three parishes to an evening
of reflection and renewal on their Ministry, on Monday 25th March. Beginning with
evening prayer at 7.30pm. The evening will be directed by Fr Des.
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DUBLIN DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2019
The three Parishes in Swords have arranged buses to Knock for
the Dublin Diocesan Pilgrimage. We invite you to join our Pilgrimage
and celebrate 140 years since the apparition in 1879
The buses will leave at 7:30am on Saturday 27th April. Cost of the
bus is €20 and Children under 16 €10 Please bring a Packed Lunch –
Tea & Coffee available in St. John’s Centre, Knock. Bus will
stop for 15 minutes on the way down and back.
To book please contact Colette at the Parish Office
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Baptism Team Members
There is a reflective evening being held in Clonliffe College on Thursday 28th March
from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. It is ‘time out’ for team members to deepen their own sense of
Baptism. If you are interested, please let Colette know and she will book you in
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Ministers of the Eucharist – a date for your diary
There will be a reflective evening on Tuesday 2nd April at 7.30pm, to be held in Drynam
Church. This evening will be directed by Fr. John Collins. Please do come along
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The Bethany Bereavement Support Group advises with regret that our twice
monthly support meetings are suspended with effect from 25th March 2019 until further
notice. Hopefully this is a short interruption and meetings will resume as soon as possible.

