
I thank the lovely Parish Sisters, Margaret, Mary and Winnie. They have been a wonderful 
encouragement and support to me as well as friends. 

I thank my wonderful priest colleagues in Swords – Fr Peter McCarron and Fr. Johnny 
Stokes both retired and Fr. John Collins and Patrick Canon Shiel (his full and correct title). 
Both  
Fr John and Canon Pat have become dear to heart as fellow priests and friends. 

I hope the Choir and Folk Group can come back in full compliment soon. They are both 
wonderful and I sincerely thank Morgan Crowley (Choir Director) who has been a stalwart 
throughout the pandemic. I thank also Oliver Woods and Zita Corkery (Folk Group) and 
hopefully they’ll return to the Saturday Evening Mass when things are back to normal or 
the ‘new’ normal. 

The Parish Pastoral Council has been my guiding light and support throughout my Ministry 
in Swords. It has operated under the steady and wise hands of Pat Lynch who has been a 
tremendous and constant support to me. I thank Pat and the PPC members Sr. Margaret 
Ryan, Betty McDonald, Mary Morgan, Michael Grace, Sandrine Clerambourg, Kathleen 
Power, Sean Campbell and Des O’ Connell. 

Thank you to all the wonderful parishioners of the Parish of St. Colmcille, Swords and Our 
Lady of the Visitation, Drynam. 

“Oremus pro invivem” – Let us pray for each other 
  

Fr. Michael Carey 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Cora Duffy      
Sun 8.30am  Stephen Farrell 
Sun 11.15am Ellen McGrane & Mary & Thomas McGrane & Mary &  
                        James Stafford 
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Thomas Corbett 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Mass of Reparation                             Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead 
Mon 10.00am Brenda Cahill                      Fri 10.00am Altar list of the Dead   
Tues 10.00am Maurina Torres              Sat 10.00am Bartle McDonnell Snr 
Tues 10.00am  Cecilia Malone                                   Sat 6.30pm Brendan O’Keefe 
Wed 10.00am  John Farrell                              
Wed 10.00am Health Intention                                    Sun  8.30am Sr Patrick Leamy 
Thurs 10.00am Sr Joan Coffey               Sun 11.15am Joe Prendergast    
Thurs 10.00amThanksgiving to Jesus Sacred Heart         
  & Divine mercy     

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact  
Sr Mary 8404323 from  Sunday 29th August to Saturday 4th September.  Please phone 
from 6-9.30pm.Details on the Parish website.You can also find information on https://
bethany.ie  It’s good to talk.  Do not grieve alone or unaided. 

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 
   My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you.  Let it not be said that I 
invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and 

Mary, show me that your goodness is as great as your power 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Thanksgiving and Farewell 

“O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you” 
Newsletter Sunday 29th August 2021 

I celebrated a wonderful Mass of Thanksgiving and Farewell last Wednesday. It was a 
gorgeous evening and everything went well followed by refreshments outside the Church 
on a lovely balmy evening. Thank you so much to all who attended and to all who viewed 
over the Parish Webcam 

As I reflect back on my nine glorious years at Swords and Drynam, I can honestly say that 
it was  my day to day parish life, living out my faith and my calling to priesthood and 
ministering that calling to you my parishioners – that that was my joy.   

I take my hat off (and I do wear them!) in admiration and respect for the enormous 
commitment and the energising witness which so many parishioners give every day as they 
put their faith into practice. 

Swords/Drynam is a great parish with everything going for it. I pray and have no doubt that 
it will continue to move forward with its excellent Ministry Teams, Volunteers, Parish 
Sisters, Parish Pastoral Council and of course its Priests.   

Thank You 
I would like to thank the Parish Pastoral Council and the Liturgy Team for arranging the 
‘Mass of Thanksgiving and Farewell’ and the refreshments afterwards. I am ever so 
grateful. 

I thank Colette Stokes the Parish Secretary for her great support given to me these past nine 
years and for encouraging me in any new idea that I floated. Colette has the traditions of 
the Parish in her heart. 

I thank Jeanette Devine the Parish Sacristan. Jeanette has seamlessly made the role her own 
after taking over from the late and much loved Sr. Patrick and Pat O’Reilly 

I thank the wonderful Team in Drynam for looking after Our Lady of the Visitation so well. 

https://bethany.ie
https://bethany.ie
http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email


 

ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN  
May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 

a bright light  before you, 
a kindly shepherd behind you; 

this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 

Thanks from Fr. Michael 
As I write my final newsletter I wish to express my deep and sincerest thanks to everybody 
who has made last Wednesday (and indeed my 9 years in Swords/Drynam) evening’s 
celebration of thanksgiving and farewell to myself, so very moving and warm. For me it 
was wonderful and memorable and would have been ever so much better if my leaving was 
not part of it – really! 
I still savour all the kind words spoken, the cards and the presents. I just wish I was the 
person whom you all made me out to be! Then I could face my Maker with a lot more 
confidence. 

Again a thousand thanks - míle buíochas 
Father Michael 

	Appointments
1.The Archbishop has appointed Fr. Colin Rothery as Co-Parish Priest of 
Brackenstown, River Valley and Swords grouping of parishes, effective on this 
weekend 28th/29th August 2021. 

Even though Fr. Colin is appointed to the grouping of parishes, he will reside in Swords 
and will have administrative responsibility for Swords 

1.The Archbishop has appointed Fr. Des Doyle as Moderator for the Parish Grouping 
of Brackenstown, River Valley and Swords effective on this weekend 28th/29th August 
2021. 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The First Eucharistic Prayer, sometimes referred to as the Roman Canon, was the only such 
prayer used in the Roman rite until I968 when the other three now familiar prayers were 
made available. Since the participants at the Second Vatican Council did not envisage the 
use of the vernacular generally it was as a result of the dynamism which the Council 
initiated that the number was increased. While no particular Eucharistic Prayer is perfect 
each makes its own contribution to an understanding of what such a prayer should be. 
(Source: St. Paul’s Missal). 

Saint’s in the Church’s Calendar       
St. Gregory the Great– Friday 3rd September. 540-604. Roman noble who was Prefect 
of the City before becoming a monk. As Pope he established a pattern for the papacy in 
years to come, calling himself ‘servant of the servants of Christ’. He sent missions to 
Lombardy, Sardinia and England(He sent St. Augustine of Canterbury). He is called 
‘Apostle of the English’. Patron of musicians   

World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation – 1st September 
This World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, offers to individual believers and to 
the community a precious opportunity to renew our personal participation in this vocation 
as custodians of creation, raising to God our thanks for the marvellous works that He has 
entrusted to our care, invoking his help for the protection of creation and his mercy for 
the sins committed against the world in which we live. The celebration of the Day on the 
same date as the Orthodox Church will be a valuable opportunity to bear witness to our 
growing communion with our orthodox brothers and sisters. We live in a time where all 
Christians are faced with identical and important challenges and we must give common 
replies to these in order to appear more credible and effective – Pope Francis 

Cleanness of heart 
Today pollution has become a big issue, and rightly so. 
People want clean water, clean air, clean food. 
But we should be even more concerned about the most dangerous pollution of all, namely 
evil. Pride, anger, hate, lust, greed, envy, sloth… 
All these are dangerous pollutants.  
So what must we do? 
We must purify the source; the heart is the source. 
It is the well-spring from which all our thoughts, words and deeds flow. 
If the heart is clean, all that flows from it will be clean. 
Blessed are the clean of heart: they shall see God. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB) 

Scripture Note –22nd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today, as we resume the reading of Mark’s Gospel, we meet a controversy over 

ritual cleanness. 
All three readings tie in with one another. In the First Reading Moses urges the 

people to be faithful to God’s Law, without adding to it or subtracting from it. It is not a 
burden to be endured, but a source of life and wisdom. The Gospel shows what 
happened in practice. To he Law of God (given through Moses) they added their own 
traditions, which came to be regarded as equally authoritative and binding. Worse, they 
got in the way of God’s Law. 

Mark is making clear to Gentile Christians that being followers of Christ does 
not involve them in the observance of Jewish practices. 

The Second Reading (the first of five from the Letter of St. James) shows the 
essential link between faith and love. Nothing could be more practical than this. 
Nowhere is the way to sanctity so clearly indicated. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB) 

Brackenstown Bible Study group invite you to join us in our forthcoming  reading of the 
Gospel of John.Our Autumn Scripture Study classes will commence  on Monday 
4th October and due to the ongoing Covid restrictions the study will be home based.  There 
will be an optional Zoom, on-line group discussion/questions and answers facility available 
from 7.30 to 8.30pm each Monday night. There is no charge to take part so why not give it 
a go? For more details please email Paddy at pobyrne50@gmil.com

mailto:pobyrne50@gmil.com

