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The Gospel according to Matthew
Matthew’s gospel has served as the foundation document of the church, rooting in it the
teaching of Jesus – a church built on a rock against which the gates of hell would not
prevail (only Matt.16:18).
St. Augustine seems to have been responsible for putting the gospel of Matthew
first in the order of the four gospels. In the early Church it seems to have been the most
popular and widespread of the Gospels, and until recent reforms of the Lectionary, after
Vatican II, it was the Gospel read most frequently in the Liturgy.
Matthew’s gospel was composed after Mark (AD 68-69), the first of the gospels,
and yet before AD110 as it is the only gospel quoted by St. Ignatius of Antioch in his letters
written at that time. Therefore, scholars reckon that it was probably written in the period
AD 80-90 in the vicinity of Antioch in Syria, a major city with a sizeable Jewish
population. From Jerusalem, Jewish missionaries came to Antioch proclaiming Christ in
the 30s, and they made converts not only among fellow Jews but also among Gentiles.
Barnabas and Paul were important figures in the Antioch Christian community by the early
40s (Acts.13:1-3).
Fr. Michael Carey
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Mass Intentions this Sunday
Sat 6.30pm John McGreevy(An)
David Dunne (1st An)
Sun 8.30am Rosetta Culleton (An)
Sun 11.15am James & Úna Nevin & Son Jim Jnr (An)
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Next Sunday
Sat 6.30pm Tommy Mongey
Sun 8.30am Rosanna Casciani
Sun 11.15am Alice & Tim Kane
Lorraine McGauley (MM)
Sean Colclough (MM)

At our Masses this Sunday we also remember:Paddy Kane & deceased sons, Mary Ryan
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Church of the Visitation Drynam

The Visitation of the BVM

Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)

We had our first Pastoral Team meeting in the new portacabin at the back of the church on
Tuesday. We hope to display some plans soon for the proposed improvements to the front
of the church.
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Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
The PPC will meet on Monday 16th September at 8.00pm in the Parochial House
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm)
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am)
Website: www.swords-parish.com Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Should we stray away a loving father joyfully awaits
our return
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“Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you”
Newsletter Sunday 15th September 2019

Running through the bible is the consoling message of the forgiveness and mercy
of God towards sinners. Christ preached the story of the Prodigal Son to answer the bitter
criticism of the Pharisees, who accused him of lowering moral standards by association
with public sinners, and spending too much time with the dregs of society. These highminded people were scandalised by his indifference to bad company and they grumbled at
him for eating with outcasts. In this classic passage of forgiveness the focus is on the
Father, in order to tell us something about God. We are in a family relationship with God
whose kindness is beyond words. He welcomes his wayward children home and treats
them as if they had never strayed.
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Mass intentions for Next Week
Mon 8.00am Sr Idus Cuddihy
Mon 10.00am Tommy Hanratty
Tues 8.00am Bernie O’Neill
Tues 10.00am Peggy & Joe Savage
Wed 8.00am Andy Whelan
Wed 10.00am Breda Darcy
Thurs 8.00am Seamus Byrne
Thurs 10.00am Michael Jones
Fri 8.00am Andrew Whelan
Fri 10.00am Andy Whelan
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In this story we feel the overpowering might of the mercy of God, who withholds
no sign of affection for those who have walked a crocked path. The spirit of forgiveness
must surely touch, console and give hope to sinners. Jesus wants us to know that, even
after our most stupid mistakes and tragic sins, he will be looking to take us back with
open arms and restore us to his love, because God is tireless in seeking out sinners. It is
comforting to know that should we stray away a loving father joyfully awaits our return.
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In our world today there are a lot of lost souls, people who are adrift morally,
spiritually and in need of healing. Like the prodigal son, they have sown their wild oats,
have led a life of debauchery and are on the hard shoulder of life, feeling the pinch. They
are bewildered and confused because, in their plight, they have not experienced God as a
loving Father. The closer we feel to the elder son, who neither appreciated the Father’s pain
of loss or joy of re-union, the more we are an obstacle to their return. The older son needed
a change of heart every bit as much as his younger brother. If we have taken God’s
unfailing pardon in our own lives for granted, then we have muffled his message of mercy.
God the Father expects his love and forgiveness to be imitated by us. How else can he seek
and save the lost except through our co-operation? His pardon is brought into the world by
the love and mercy we show sinners. Our ability to welcome home the lost shows how
much we treasure our own friendship with God. What we receive from him we must pass
on to others. (Source: Desmond Knowles – Voicing a thought on Sunday)
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St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist – Feast day Saturday 21st September. The tax
collector, may also be identified with Levi, son of Alphaeus, in Mark 2:13. He is said to
have been a missionary in Persia and Ethiopia. Patron of accountants, book-keepers, taxcollectors, customs officers and security guards.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis

Parents Meeting

The Parents of the 2nd Class girls and boys in St. Colmcille’s GNS/BNS are
invited to a meeting in the Church on Tuesday 17th September at 7.30pm to
discuss the ‘Holy Communion’ preparation programme for 2109/20
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The Liturgical Office, Dublin Diocese

• This year’s Liturgical Seminar takes place in Clonliffe College on Saturday 5th
October from 9.30am to 1.30pm (Please contact Colette to book). Details are on the
Parish Website

! Culture Night 2019-Join us for Culture night with a difference

• Clonliffe was a vibrant society for 160 years. Archivist will show how the college and
it’s residents fared from formation to debating, theological studies to clerical garb. Open
exhibition and occasional talks. Come and see paintings by Fr Jack Hanlon. Finish your
evening in Clonliffe Church from 8.15pm with music by students from the Emmanuel
and Laudate School programmes.

•
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• Encounter on Culture Night: Join other young adults (20's & 30's only) for a very
special Encounter for Culture Night on Friday September 20th at 8 pm in St Paul's Arran
Quay. Our Musician is Hannah Best and our Guest speakers are Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin, Lisa McKenna and Codie Preston. Tickets are now available for the Encounter
from Eventbrite.ie https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-encounter-culture-night-…
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RECENTLY DECEASED

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently:
Joan Byrne
Melrose Park
Douglas Cormac
Castlegrange Way
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The Irish Cancer Society is looking for volunteers to drive patients to and from
their chemotherapy treatments in all public hospitals nationwide. Volunteers will
need their own car but all expenses are paid. If you have 2 free days a month
(Monday – Friday) and an active email address we would love to hear from you.
Please call Laura on 01 2310 594, email transport@irishcancer.ie or go to
www.cancer.ie for more information.
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We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community:
Lugh Joe Bradley, Isla Layne Corr, Amelia Esme Griffin
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Christian assembly is an assembly of disciples of Jesus. A disciple is literally one who
is learning. Learning requires openness of mind and heart. The scripture readings and the
prayers of today’s liturgy are a powerful force for teaching and learning about the way of
Jesus.
Reflection - The demands which Jesus makes in Luke’s gospel are first a call to
repentance, which means an invitation to change one’s attitude. Secondly, a call to faith.
Faith has been described as the human response to God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. And
thirdly, a call to discipleship, which may be summed up as a call to be ‘with’ Jesus.
(Source: St. Paul’s Missal)
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Scripture Note
The theme of all three readings is that of God’s mercy towards sinners. In the First Reading
we see that the people had abandoned God and fallen back into idolatry. God’s reaction
seems to portray him as an angry, jealous God, who will resort to the most terrible
punishments when his law is disobeyed. But that’s not the message of the story. The
message is that God pardons the sin of his people in response to the prayer of Moses.
The fact that Jesus welcomed sinners and ate with them was a cause of scandal to
the Pharisees. They, the ‘separated ones’, avoided all contact with sinners. They assumed
that God has no dealing with sinners either. But Jesus shows them a very different kind of
God. By means of three parables he justifies his concern for sinners. All these parables
stress God’s concern for the lost one, and his joy when a lost one is found.
This reminds us of the home-coming of the prodigal son. His shame also is behind
him. His years of wandering are over and he returns home to a warm welcome and a great
feast. A new and bright future lies ahead of him. Jesus told the parable in response to the
criticism of the Pharisees that he was too lenient towards sinners. They were meant to see
themselves in the older son. For Luke the ‘Pharisees’ are righteous Christians, for whom
God’s mercy to sinners is unfair and scandalous
The Second Reading also fits in with the theme. Paul’s conversion is proof of the
fact that Christ came into the world to save sinners. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB)
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Make Your Mental Health a Priority
Fingal Counselling Service is a community based voluntary counselling service providing
professional, confidential, non-directive counselling. The service offers a safe environment
where clients are encouraged and supported while working through their difficulties. Our
counsellors are trained in Humanistic counselling and are experienced helping people with
issues including: Bereavement, loss and separation, Suicide bereavement, Marital and
relationship difficulties, Depression, stress & anxiety, General coping difficulties, Physical,
sexual & emotional abuse.
The service is available to individuals aged 16+ over. We also offer relationship
counselling. If you would like to make an appointment to see a counsellor, please
call us on 01 8902596 (10 am – 1pm Mon/Fri) For further information please
see visit our website www.counsellingatfingal.com
The Parish Office is closed and will re-open on Tuesday 24th September

