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“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart; and 
you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk to them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deut 
6:4-7)                                 Fr. Michael Carey !
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am Tommy McCabe  Sat 10.00am Morning Prayer (No Mass)     
Mon 10.00am Kathleen & Joseph Coleman 
Tues 8.00am Marie Moorehead                 Sat 6.30pm Bridie & Tom Ruane                                            
Tues 10.00am Jack & Daisy Hamill     Michael Hall (MM)  
Wed 8.00am          
Wed 10.00am Paddy & Patty Hall  Sun 8.30am  Mary McQuillan  
 Thurs 8.00am                                  
Thurs 10.00am Margaret Hiney   Sun 11.00pm  Bridget & John McNulty & dec 
Fri 8.00am            members of McNulty & Cowley families  
Fri 10.00am Daniel Jackson    
                          Sun 6.30pm Peter Harford                             
                                     

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
We wish our parishioners a Happy and peaceful New Year !
The Recall Initiative: Could you be interested in taking part in a reminiscence group? 
We are researchers interested in reminiscence, oral history, memory and well-being. We are 
holding 6-week groups for people aged 60 years or over, exploring positive memories from 
history and people’s pasts, as well as conducting research on memory and well-being. With 
your permission, your accounts of your memories will be included in a website of people’s 
memories.  
For more information, please contact Andrew Allen at: Andrew.Allen@mu.ie or at 
089952651. Andrew P. Allen, PhD Postdoctoral Researcher Department of Psychology 
Maynooth University, Co .Kildare !
Swords Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group seeks Volunteers to provide 
support to our Parishioners and the People of Fingal who are grieving after the loss of 
loved ones.  A training programme will commence at the end of January 2018 in All 
Hallows', Gracepark Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9.  If you feel your life experience would 
be an asset to you in helping the bereaved and if you are interested in learning more about 
the group you are invited to attend (without commitment) our support group meeting on 
8th January 2018 at the Parochial House, Seatown Road, Swords, beginning at 
7.30pm.This Ministry will celebrate it's 20th Anniversary in our Parish next year.  Without 
new volunteers we will be unable to continue provision of this free, confidential and 
valuable service.’ Teri Ward Bethany Support Group !

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Denis Madden    Seatown Villas     ! !

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948. 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com                !

The Baptism of the Lord  
A Pilgrim People in History 

 “After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened 
Newsletter Sunday 7th January 2018 

When Benedict XVI was Pope he presided at a Baptism Ceremony 
on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. He delivered a lovely homily and as 

you read this newsletter, with extracts from his homily, I invite you to think of your 
children, your grandchildren or even yourself. !
“Today I am administering the sacrament of Baptism to these new-born babies whose 
parents are presenting them to the Church. Welcome, dear mothers and fathers of these 
little ones, and you, the godfathers and godmothers, grandparents, friends and relatives 
who have gathered round them. Let us give thanks to God who today calls these girls and 
boys to become his children in Christ. Let us surround them with prayers and affection and 
welcome them joyfully into the Christian Community which from this day becomes their 
family too.  !
Baptism brings us into the People of God, makes us members of a People on a journey. We 
are a pilgrim People in history.  Life is passed on from generation to generation and 
through rebirth at the baptismal font, grace is also passed on from generation to generation. 
With this grace the Christian People (and that is us) flow through time, like a river that 
waters the earth and spreads God's blessing throughout the world. !
When Jesus was baptised, a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son’.  
We may say that the skies are opened for these children today. They will receive as a gift 
the grace of Baptism and the Holy Spirit will dwell within them as in a temple, 
transforming their hearts in depth. From this moment the voice of the Father will also call 
them to be his children in Christ, and, in his family which is the Church, he will give to 
each one the sublime gift of faith. This gift will be sown in their hearts as a seed full of life 
that is waiting to develop and bear fruit.  !
Today they are baptised in the faith of the Church, professed by you - their parents, their 
godparents and the Christians present here, who will then take them by the hand in the 
following of Christ.  You will take on the commitment to "training them in the practice of 
the faith, this is the faith in which these children are about to be baptised".   !
For us adults here today it is an opportunity to rediscover the gift of faith, to cultivate it and 
to bear witness to it. With this celebration of Baptism, the Lord grants each one of us to 
live the beauty and joy of being Christians so that we may introduce our baptised children 
into the fullness of Christ.   !
Finally parents I invite you to pray with your children and to teach them to pray, for that is 
how they and we talk to God, for God himself said:  !	

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email


 !
ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words…. 
 Please… Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis  

Do This in Memory 
Next weekend the boys and girls and their families will be present at the 6.30pm Saturday 
Vigil Mass as part of their Parish based preparation programme for the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist. We look forward to seeing them and praying with them  
Next Saturday 
Next Saturday 13th January there will be no 10.00am Mass. As something new for 2018, 
The Parish Council is introducing Morning Prayer. This is the Prayer of the Church and 
will be led by Parishioners. I thank the team of ten people who have volunteered. Each 
Saturday a team of two people will lead this prayer. I invite you to   pray for the success of 
this initiative and why not drop along to see what it’s like. For any of the regular Saturday 
Mass goers, if this is not for you and you would like to participate in the Saturday Morning 
Mass then you may do so in Brackenstwon at 10.00am and River Valley at 11.00am 
Confessions 
For the year 2018 confessions are available on the FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
after the 100.00am morning Mass and every Saturday evening from 6.00pm to 6.20pm 
before the Vigil Mass 

!
The Baptism of the Lord 
Today the Church celebrates that point in Jesus’ life when he went public, so to speak. He 
began to reveal who he was. There is another revelation in today’s liturgy. It is that God is 
Trinity. At his baptism when Jesus the Son came up out of the water the Spirit descended 
on him and the voice of the Father declared that Jesus was his Son.(Source: St. Paul’s 
Missal)	!
World Meeting of Families (WMOF) 
Fr. Gareth Byrne, a Priest of the Diocese has written a lovely little book called ‘Love one 
another as I have loved you’. It is a series of Prayers, Meditations and reflections on 
Family Love. I will quote from it as we enter the year of the WMOF to be held in Dublin 
this August. 
‘True love is always contemplative, and permits us to serve the other not out of necessity or 
vanity, but rather because he is she is beautiful beyond mere appearances’ (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 199) 

!
The Bible’s Most Important People		 
Sarah – the name God gave Sarai, wife of Abram (Abraham), after He promised she would bear a 
child. Though she was ninety years old, God repeated the promise to give Abraham a son be her. 
When Sarah heard this, she laughed. (‘May God laugh’ is abbreviated to Ytzhaq/Isaac)A year later 
she bore Isaac. When Abraham’s son Ismael – child of Sarah’s maid – Hagar – mocked Isaac, Sarah 
feared for her own son and had Hagar and Ishmael sent out of Abraham’s camp. When Sarah died, 
Abraham bought land from the Hittites and buried her in the cave of Machpelah. 

!

!
What kind of  a Church do you dream of? 
As we begin 2018, this refection by Pope Francis on the Church is quite thought provoking 
“I see clearly that the thing the Church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and 
to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity.  I see the Church as a field 
hospital after battle.  It is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high cholesterol 
and about the level of his blood sugars! You have to heal his wounds.  Then we can talk 
about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds…..and you have to start from the 
ground up. 
The church sometimes has locked itself up in small things, in small-minded rules.  The 
most important thing is the first proclamation:  Jesus Christ has saved you.  And the 
ministers of the Church must be ministers of mercy above all.   
How are we treating the people of God?  I dream of a Church that is a mother and 
shepherdess. The church’s ministers must be merciful, take responsibility for the people 
and accompany them like the good Samaritan, who washes, cleans and raises up his 
neighbour. This is pure Gospel. God is greater than sin. The structural and organisational 
reforms are secondary—that is, they come afterward. The first reform must be the attitude. 
The ministers of the Gospel must be people who can warm the hearts of the people, who 
walk through the dark night with them, who know how to dialogue and to descend 
themselves into their people’s night, into the darkness, but without getting lost. 
Instead of being just a Church that welcomes and receives by keeping the doors open, let 
us also try to be a Church that finds new roads, that is able to step outside itself and go to 
those who do not attend Mass, to those who have quit or are indifferent. The ones who quit 
sometimes do it for reasons that, if properly understood and assessed, can lead to a return. 
But that takes audacity and courage”. !
Brackenstown Bible Study 2018 
During 2018 we will study Matthew: The King and His Kingdom, a Catholic Bible study 
that brings the history of Christ to life through St. Matthew’s Gospel. You will see Jesus as 
the awaited Messiah who fulfills the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament, 
establishes the New Law, and inaugurates the Kingdom of Heaven. The study runs for a 
total of 24 weeks, there will be 14 classes in Spring 2018 and 10 classes in Autumn 2018. 
The class size will be limited to 50 people, 38 people have already booked. To register for 
the study call Louise at 01-8401188 or via email brackenstownparish@gmail.com 
Course Duration: Classes commence Monday 22 /01/18. Course Cost: €20.00 to cover 
the cost of the DVDs & the study book Course Time: Monday evenings from 7.30 to 9.00 
p.m. Venue: St Cronan’s Parish Pastoral Centre.       !!
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
Help is at hand.  Bethany trained members are available to provide support to those 
grieving after the loss of a loved one.  This is a free, confidential service. The Group meet 
on the  last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. at the Parochial House, Seatown 
Road - Next Meeting 8th January 2018  For further information please 'phone Mary 
8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m. Open to all Fingal Residents - You are most 
welcome to attend. 
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