
present in the world through worship (4.23), through the authority granted to his disciples 
and in the sacraments of baptism (3.5) and eucharist (6.63). This awareness, already during 
the ministry of Jesus, of the Spirit who will make the life of Jesus present to the community 
of his followers constitutes a major difference from the synoptic gospels, where the 
expectation is all on the return of Christ at the end of time.   (Source:  CTS Bible) 
Another Summary 
This is very different from the other gospels. Jesus speaks in long symbolic discourses, the 
order of some of the events is different, and often the miraces have discourses attached to 
them to show the relationship between Jesus and God. Its primary message is the revelation 
that Jesus is the unique Son of God, and it uses symbols to present this. While the reder 
knows this, the characters who interact with Jesus in the story are at different levels of 
understanding and faith. The disciples have some faith that Jesus is the Messiah, but this 
has to be developed after the first Easter. The crowds are unclear and fluctuate between 
partial acceptance and rejection. The Judaeans (or ‘Jews’, as they are called) continually 
oppose Jesus and reject all his testimony. But belief in Jesus brings people into unity with 
him: rejection will bring condemnation. It is our mission to continue the work of revealing 
the father. We must persuade the world to believe, and show that God is love by the way 
we live. To help us in this work we have the Paraclete or Holy Spirit. The gospel can be 
divided into four main parts, with the second and third being further subdivided – prologue, 
the book of signs (gathering disciples – confrontation with the world0, the book of glory 
(preparing the disciples for the hour – Jesus’ arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection), and the 
epilogue, with its resurrection accounts. (Source: Veritas – One minute a Day by Donal 
Collins) 
       Fr. Michael Carey Adm 

Mass Intentions this Weekend  
Sat 6.30pm Marie Corby       
Sun 8.30am  Gwen Kavanagh 
Sun 11.15am Kevin Leonard 
At our masses this weekend we also remember :Robert O’Driscoll, Mary Gannon, Frank 
Townley, Paddy Dillon, Claire Dowling 

Mass intentions for next Next Week  
Mon 10.00am Paddy Gerrard           Sat 10.00am In Honour & Thannkgiving to our                      
Tues 10.00am Michael Carr        Heavenly Father 
Wed 10.00am Paddy Gerrard        Darren Sower 
                       Edward Duffy            Sat 6.30pm Harry & Maura Green & John Green 
Thurs 10.00am  Mary Madden                             Mark Perry & Green & Perry Families 
Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead            Sun 8.30am  Margaret Maher                 
                Sun 11.15am Elizabeth O’Brien                          

Church of the Visitation Drynam The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am 

Saint’s in the Church’s Calendar       
St. John Vianney– Wednesday 4th August. 1786-1859, had to contend with poverty, military service 
and his own intellectual shortcomings in order to become a priest. In 1817, he was sent to care for the 
people of Ars, a small, obscure French village. The marvelous gift of the unlearned priest for seeing 
into the depths of the soul brought the world to Ars. From 1830 on, he averaged twelve to sixteen 
hours a day in the confessional. Patron of priests.

Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 
   My beloved father (Joseph), all my trust is in you.  Let it not be said that I 
invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, 

show me that your goodness is as great as your power 

18th Sundays in Ordinary Time 
The Gospel according to John (Part 3) 

 “O God, come to my aid; O Lord, make haste to help me” 
Newsletter Sunday 1st August 2021 

Jesus – human and divine 
John insists that Jesus is human. In no other gospel do we see Jesus tired and hungry 
(4.6-7), weeping at the death of his friend (11.35). Yet his knowledge is beyond that of any 
human being. He sees Nathanel under the fig tree (1.48). He speaks of his own pre-
existence (8.58). He knows all about his future passion (13.1), maintains his sovereign 
control even when he is dying on the Cross, and even in death has the power to take up his 
life again (10.17-18). This is because the purpose of his coming is to reveal the Father, for 
he and the Father are one: ‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father’ (14.9-10). Rather 
than by any static definition, this is made clearest by the dynamic equivalence of the Son 
with the Father: ‘the Son can only do what he sees the Father doing, and whatever the 
Father does he does too’ (5.19). Jesus performs a series of signs (Cana, 2:11; Cure of the 
royal official’s son, 4:54; the feeding of the five thousand, 6:2; Jesus foretells his 
approaching departure, 7:34; the cure of the man born blind, 9.16) which Jesus himself 
calls ‘works of the Father’ (4.34), to show his personality and powers. The power to give 
life and to judge belong exclusively to God, but it is precisely these powers that the Father 
has given to the Son (5.21-30). This goes well beyond any claims which a human being 
could make within Jewish monotheism, the extremes of confrontation being reached when 
Jesus takes for himself the divine name itself ‘Before Abraham was, I AM’ (8. 28,58). In 
the Temple the Jews react by preparing to stone him for blasphemy, while the arresting-
party in the Garden respond to the same claim by falling to the ground in involuntary 
worship (18.6). Paradoxically, the climax of the revelation of the oneness of Father and 
Son comes at the glorification of the Son in the Hour of his passion, their perfect unity and 
love being shown in the obedience of the Son (17.1-23). 

The Spirit of Jesus 
In the course of the gospel there is repeated mention of the Spirit who will lead the 
disciples into full knowledge of the truth; during the ministry of Jesus this Spirit had not 
yet come (2.22; 4.23; 7.39). In the final discourses after the Last Supper Jesus speaks of the 
Paraclete or ‘Advocate’, whom the Father will send at his request (14.26), or whom he will 
himself send, issuing from the Father (15.26). This Spirit will come to the help of the 
disciples and lead them into all truth (14.16-17), making Christ present when he has parted 
from them. At his death on the Cross, with typical Johannine ambiguity, Jesus ‘gave up his 
spirit’ (19.30), and at the first appearance of the Risen Christ in the upper room he breathes 
this Holy Spirit on the disciples (20.22). It is clear that this Spirit even now makes Christ. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN  
May the Lord be a sure path beneath your feet, 

a bright light  before you, 
a kindly shepherd behind you; 

this day, this night and always......St. Colmcille (Celebrating 1500 years) 
Mass of Thanksgiving and Farewell 
I will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving and Farewell to celebrate and 
recognise 9 wonderful, fruitful and fantastic years spent in Swords/Drynam 
This Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday 25th August at 7.30pm. We 
still have our Covid restrictions with the Church limited to 50. But the Mass can be viewed 
on the Parish Webcam 

The webcam can be accessed through the Parish website, www.swords-parish.com 

“For One who is Tired.” 
This is a lovely poem by Grace Noel Crowell entitled It goes like this: 
Dear child, God does not say, 
“Today, be strong”. 
He knows your strength is spent, 
He knows how long the road has been; 
How weary you have grown. 
For he who walked the earthly roads alone, 
Each bogging lowland and each rugged hill, 
Can understand, and so he says, “Be still 
And know that I am God.” The hour is late 
And you must rest awhile; and you must wait 
Until life’s empty reservoirs fill up 
As slow rains fill an empty, upturned cup. 
Hold up your cup, dear child, for God to fill. 
He only asks today that you be still. 

  

Bethany Bereavement Support Group are offering telephone support, please contact  
Terri 8403243 from Sunday 1st  August to Saturday 7th August  . From Sunday 8th August 
to Saturday 14th August contact Kay - 086 2209297.Contact Brid  - 086 6006397 from 
Sunday 15th August to Saturday 21st August.  Please phone after 6pm. Details on the 
Parish website.You can also find information on https://bethany.ie  It’s good to talk.  Do not 
grieve alone or unaided.   

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
At the preparation of the gifts the prayers which begin, ‘Blessed are you, Lord, God of all 
creation’ are two newly composed ones which reflect a Jewish influence. Bread and wine 
are symbols of the relationship of collaboration which exists between God and humanity. 
The prayers bring out clearly what these objects stand for. (Source: St. Paul’s Missal). 

The Sunday Obligation
In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend 

Sunday Mass

The Transfiguration of the Lord 
This beautiful  feast day falls on Friday 6th August. The Cross requires the exodus of 
Jesus, his death, Resurrection and glorification. The disciples have to realise that he must 
depart, just as they are prepared for his going to Jerusalem to die. The Transfiguration of 
the Lord on Mt. Tabor came to strengthen the faith of the disciples. 

If you look at a marble statute, especially one that you delight in, it is easy to 
forget that this wonderful sculpture was once a rough block of marble cut out of the 
mountainside. In a similar way, a painter takes a blank canvas and transfigures it into an 
image that people delight in looking at. Or a writer takes blank pages and transfigures them 
into something engaging and absorbing to read. 
People too can be transfigured. One obvious example being, people at an airport waiting on 
a loved one. They search each face as the passengers come through the arrival doors. When 
they recognise their loved one, their faces light up. In a sense, they become transfigured. 
All of us, I am sure, would have had transfiguration moments. Such moments will often be 
times when we hear our name spoken in love, when we have a deep sense that we are 
accepted and valued by someone. We find it east to remember these moments and in more 
difficult times we can find ourselves going back to such moments in memory and 
continuing to draw life from them. Such experiences live on in our memories, and can 
sustain us long after they have happened. 
We need this sustaining memory and this ability to reflect, because we cannot stay on top 
of the mountain – we cannot build three tents as Peter wanted to do in order to stay there, 
in order to stay in the moment. The moment ends and we have to come down.  

Mass intentions for Week beginning 9th August 
Mon 10.00am Paddy Gerrard                Fri 10.00am Delma Walsh              
Mon10.00am Bernadette Shannon    Fri 10.00am Frank lynch    
Tues10.00am Edel Donohoe-Coyle     
Tues 10.00am Úna Campbell               Sat 6.30pm John Reid 
Wed 10.00am  Margaret Jones 
Wed 10.00am Úna Campbell               Sun 8.30am  Fr Brian Keenan                                    
Thurs 10.00am Mary Long               Sun 11.15am Bridie Ferris 
Thurs 10.00am Patrick & Kathleen Deegan    

Mass intentions for Week beginning 16th August 
Mon 10.00am Mary Tracey                Fri 10.00am Michael Murphy              
Mon10.00am Josephine Kinsella  Fri 10.00am Joyce Williams   
Tues10.00am Health Intention     
Tues 10.00am Peg O’Reilly                Sat 6.30pm Paddy Barker 
Wed 10.00am  Paddy Dillon                             
Wed10.00am Geraldine Harrison                  Sun 8.30am  Louise Quigley              
Thurs 10.00am Paul Carolan               Sun 11.15am Nick Bates 
Thurs 10.00am Special Intention 

Office closed – No Newsletter 
The Parish Office is closed due to summer holidays for the next fortnight. There will be no 
newsletter either in this time. It will reopen on Monday 16th August
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