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The Jubilee season calls us to think once again of our fellow human beings, 

especially the poor and the most vulnerable. We are asked to re-appropriate God’s original 
and loving plan of creation as a common heritage, a banquet which all of our brothers and 
sisters share in a spirit of conviviality, not in competitive scramble but in joyful fellowship, 
supporting and protecting one another. A Jubilee is a time for setting free the oppressed and 
all those shackled in the fetters of various forms of modern slavery, including trafficking in 
persons and child labour. 

We also need once more to listen to the land itself, which Scripture calls adamah, 
the soil from which man, Adam, was made. Today we hear the voice of creation 
admonishing us to return to our rightful place in the natural created order – to remember 
that we are part of this interconnected web of life, not its masters. The disintegration of 
biodiversity, spiralling climate disasters, and unjust impact of the current pandemic on the 
poor and vulnerable: all these are a wakeup call in the face of our rampant greed and 
consumption..... 

The earth from which we were made is thus a place of prayer and meditation. “Let 
us awaken our God-given aesthetic and contemplative sense” (Querida Amazonia, 56). The 
capacity to wonder and to contemplate is something that we can learn especially from our 
indigenous brothers and sisters, who live in harmony with the land and its multiple forms 
of life. 

  Fr. Michael Carey !
  

Mass Intentions this Weekend - Intentions will be prayed for at 11.15am Mass 
through the Parish webcam 
Sat 6.30pm Maureen & Har Donnelly 
Sun 8.30am  Fergus O’Toole 
Sun 11.15am Owen Kennedy !
Mass intentions for Next Week                                    
Mon 10.00am   Special Intention                     Sat 6.30pm Philip Glynn 
Tues 10.00am Mass of Thanksgiving                  
Wed 10.00am  Breda & John Kisane               Sun 8.30am Jerry Ryan                                               
Thurs 10.00am Patrick O’Donovan                 Sun 11.15am Sean McKittrick 
Fri 10.00am   Special intention                                                         

 

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Our church in Drynam will continue to stay closed during this period  
adhering to HSE guidelines. If you wish, Mass from St. Colmcille’s can be 
accessed on the Parish Webcam as per the New Mass Times notice in this 
newsletter. !

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Paul Cahill    Oaklands Park 

!
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: o: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam !

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In the Holy Scriptures, a Jubilee is a sacred time to remember, 

return, rest, restore, and rejoice. 
 “If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord who would survive?” 

Newsletter Sunday 11th October 2020 !
Last Sunday we completed the Season of Creation 2020. Pope Francis described it as a 
Jubilee for the Earth, precisely in this year that marks the fiftieth anniversary of Earth Day. 
He then goes on to give a lovely description on ‘Jubilee’ which I will devote this Sunday 
and next’s newsletter too.  

“You shall thus hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim a release throughout the 
land to all its inhabitants. 

It shall be a jubilee for you” (Lev 25:10) !
1. A Time to Remember 

We are invited to remember above all that creation’s ultimate destiny is to enter 
into God’s eternal Sabbath. This journey, however, takes place in time, spanning the seven-
day rhythm of the week, the cycle of seven years, and the great Jubilee Year that comes at 
the end of the seven Sabbath years. 

A Jubilee is indeed a time of grace to remember creation’s original vocation to 
exist and flourish as a community of love. We exist only in relationships: with God the 
Creator, with our brothers and sisters as members of a common family, and with all of 
God’s creatures within our common home. “Everything is related, and we human beings 
are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love 
God has for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with brother 
sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth” (LS, 92) 

A Jubilee, then, is a time of remembrance, in which we cherish the memory of our 
inter-relational existence. We need constantly to remember that “everything is 
interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and our relationships with nature is 
inseparable from fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others” (LS, 70). 
2. A Time to Return 

A Jubilee is a time to turn back in repentance. We have broken the bonds of our 
relationship with the Creator, with our fellow human beings, and with the rest of creation. 
We need to heal the damaged relationships that are essential to supporting us and the entire 
fabric of life. 

A Jubilee is a time to return to God our loving Creator. We cannot live in harmony 
with creation if we are not at peace with the Creator who is the source and origin of all 
things. As Pope Benedict observed, “the brutal consumption of creation begins where God 
is missing, where matter has become simply material for us, where we ourselves are the 
ultimate measure, where everything is simply our property” (Meeting with Priests, 
Deacons, and Seminarians of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone, 6 August 2008). !



!
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN                           
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis !
What is World Mission Sunday ? 
In basic terms, World Mission Sunday is the Holy Father’s annual direct appeal for 
spiritual and financial support so that the life-giving work of missionaries can 
continue. 
It always falls over the second last weekend in October, and similar to the Good 
Friday Collection for the Holy Land and Peter’s Pence, it is one of three yearly 
Universal Church collections. Since its announcement as a papal collection, all 
parishes worldwide have offered Mass collections from the day to aid the work of 
missionaries and mission overseas. 
Many are surprised to know that World Mission Sunday collections take place in 
every single parish where the Church is present. This includes not only Ireland and 
across Europe, but also in poorer parishes in the developing world. World Mission 
Sunday is a moment of universal solidarity, when each member of the Church 
family, regardless of location or background, can play their part in supporting each 
other. This is why it is such a special and vital celebration. Next Sunday 18th 
October is World Mission Sunday 
Donations can be made online on World Missions Ireland website  
https://www.wmi.ie/mission  
Newsletters and Missallettes 
This is just a reminder. It’s happening the correct way. The Newsletters and 
Missallettes are left out for the weekend Masses. Please take them BUT bring 
them home with you.  
In these Covid times leaflets should not be picked up, read and put back 
again. Please, please take home with you. 

!
New Mass times in St Colmcille’s Church 
The church is closed for public Liturgies during this Level 3‘Lockdown’ 
During the current restrictions Mass will be celebrated Monday - Saturday at 
10.00am and Sunday at 11.15am,  all can be viewed on the Parish webcam which 
can be accessed through the website. 

!
Altar List of the Dead 
These lists are now available at the back of the Church. The new lists will be 
placed in front of the altar on Monday 2nd November – The Feast of All Souls. All 
Masses on the First Friday of the month will be offered for the names on the Altar 
List of the Dead. The completed envelopes can be returned to the Sacristy or the 
Parish Office 
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National Vocations Office 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time October 11, 2020 
Matthew 22:1-14 
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a feast for his son’s 
wedding.’ 

“Many are called, but few are chosen.” 
Are you considering  following Christ more closely as a priest, or in consecrated life?.  
Speak to your local priest, or call your Diocesan Vocation’s Director, or email the National 
Vocations Office on info@vocations.ie 

!
The Sunday Obligation 
In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation 

to physically attend Sunday Mass 
!
Scripture Note – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah uses the image of a banquet to describe the fullness of life that God 
wants to bestow, not just on Israel, but on all peoples of the earth. Jesus uses the 
same image in his parable. In its original, simpler form, the parable made the point 
that those to whom the invitation was first sent (the Jews) rejected it, and their 
place has been taken by others (the Gentiles). The details about the sending of 
troops and the burning of the city, were added later. They refer to the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D., which was seen as a consequence of the refusal of the 
Jewish leaders to listen to Jesus. 

The incident concerning the wedding garment seems to have belonged to a 
separate parable. It introduces contradictory elements into the story, and is perhaps 
best omitted. However, if used, keep the following in mind. Courtesy demanded 
that any guest at a wedding should have the proper wedding garment. One man 
came without it, symbolising a life that has undergone no basic change, a life that 
has not produced the fruits of repentance. The new guests (Christians) will suffer 
the same fate as Israel if they don’t produce the fruits of good works.	(Source:	Fr.	
Flor	McCarthy,	SDB) !
Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
The Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group is available to parishioners 
providing telephone support during the COVID-19 pandemic.  We offer our 
sympathy to anyone bereaved during these very difficult months.  If you would 
like to talk to a Bethany member please phone Denise 086 0610463 after 7.00pm   
from 4th  October -  17th   October  If there is no reply please leave your first 
name and phone number. Or you can email the parish office 
stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com and your message will be forwarded to Bethany 
Group. This is a free and confidential service. 
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