
! !
follow Jesus on the path he has marked out for us, for our own happiness and for 

the good of those around us. 
Embracing this promise naturally demands the courage to risk making a decision. 

 The first disciples, called by Jesus to be part of something greater, “immediately left their 
nets and followed him” (Mk 1:18).  Responding to the Lord’s call involves putting 
ourselves on the line and facing a great challenge.  It means being ready to leave behind 
whatever would keep us tied to our little boat and prevent us from making a definitive 
choice.  We are called to be bold and decisive in seeking God’s plan for our lives.  Gazing 
out at the vast “ocean” of vocation, we cannot remain content to repair our nets on the boat 
that gives us security, but must trust instead in the Lord’s promise. 

I think primarily of the call to the Christian life which all of us received at 
Baptism.  It teaches us that our life is not a fluke but rather a gift: that of being God’s 
beloved children, gathered in the great family of the Church.  It is precisely in the ecclesial 
community that the Christian life is born and develops, especially through the liturgy.  The 
liturgy introduces us to God’s word and the grace of the sacraments; from an early age, we 
are taught the art of prayer and fraternal sharing.  In the end, the Church is our mother 
because she brings us to new life and leads us to Christ.  So we must love her, even when 
we see her face marred by human frailty and sin, and we must help to make her ever more 
beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear witness to God’s love in the world”. 

Fr. Michael Carey !
Mass intentions for Next Week      
Mon 8.00am Dorothy Corr 
Mon 10.00am Joe Murphy 
Tues 8.00am  John & Kathleen O’Connor                Sat 6.30pm Harry Sheridan 
Tues 10.00am Tom O’Donnell      Oonagh O’Flaherty (MM) 
Wed 80.00am Dec members Ursulines of Jesus Sisters                    
Wed  10.00am Margaret Doyle & Mary Heron               Sun 8.00am Gerard Travers 
Thurs 8.00am Eileen Penston & Kathleen O’Connor              
Thurs 10.00am Ann & Joseph Walsh                Sun 11.15am Elizabeth & Paddy Ivors 
Fri 8.00am  Matt McCormack     
Fri 10.00am Joan McGee       !
At our Masses next weekend we also remember: Jim Mulcahy, Jimmy Wall , Helen 
Clarke  

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)  
We will have a Drynam Pastoral Team meeting next Tuesday 14th May at 8:00PM. 

    

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Frank McManus   Jugback Green 

!
Fingal Senior Citizen’s Forum invite you to attend ‘Changing Gears Conversation 
Workshop’ in Emmaus Retreat Centre Swords on Thursday 23rd May from 9.30am - 
3.15pm.  Special guest,  Christy Kenneally.  Details of workshops are on the notice board 
at back of Church.  To book contact :8905097 !

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com               

           
                                Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Vocations Sunday – The Lord’s call is not a ‘cage’ 
 “The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth” 

Newsletter Sunday12th May 2019 
This newsletter is an extract from Pope Francis’ homily for Vocations Sunday 
2019. !
“I would like to reflect, on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, on how the 
Lord’s call makes us bearers of a promise and, at the same time, asks of us the courage to 
take a risk, with him and for him.  I will do this by reflecting briefly with you on these two 
aspects – promise and risk – as they appear in the Gospel account of the calling of the first 
disciples by the sea of Galilee (Mk 1:16-20). 

Two pairs of brothers – Simon and Andrew, and James and John – are going about 
their daily tasks as fishermen.  In this demanding work, they had learned the laws of 
nature, yet at times, when the winds were adverse and waves shook their boats, they had to 
defy the elements.  On some days, the catch of fish amply repaid their efforts, but on 
others, an entire night’s work was not sufficient to fill their nets, and they had to return to 
shore weary and disappointed. 

Much of life is like that.  Each of us tries to realise his or her deepest desires; we 
engage in activities that we hope will prove enriching, and we put out on a “sea” of 
possibilities in the hope of steering the right course, one that will satisfy our thirst for 
happiness.  Sometimes we enjoy a good catch, while at others, we need courage to keep 
our boat from being tossed by the waves, or we are frustrated at seeing our nets come up 
empty. 
As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter.  Jesus walks by, sees those 
fishermen, and walks up to them…  The same thing happened when we met the person we 
wanted to marry, or when we first felt the attraction of a life of consecration: we were 
surprised by an encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the promise of a joy capable of 
bringing fulfilment to our lives.  That day, by the sea of Galilee, Jesus drew near to those 
fishermen, breaking through the “paralysis of routine”.  And he immediately made them a 
promise: “I will make you fishers of men” (Mk1:17). 

The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a 
burden to be borne.  On the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us 
and invites us to be part of a great undertaking.  He opens before our eyes the horizon of a 
greater sea and an abundant catch. 

God in fact desires that our lives not become banal and predictable, imprisoned by 
daily routine, or unresponsive before decisions that could give it meaning.  The Lord does 
not want us to live from day to day, thinking that nothing is worth fighting for, slowly 
losing our desire to set out on new and exciting paths.  If at times he makes us 
experience a “miraculous catch”, it is because he wants us to discover that each of us is 
called – in a variety of ways – to something grand, and that our lives should not grow 
entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls the heart.  Every vocation is a summons not to 
stand on the shore, nets in hand, but to !
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis 
1st Holy Communion  
Next Saturday 18th May at 11am, the boys from St. Colmcille’s BNS will receive 
their 1st Holy Communion.  I wish the school well in all their preparation this 
coming week, and I hope the weather is fantastic on the day. 
Welcome 
On behalf of the Parish I welcome Fr. Tommy Faherty SMA who is speaking at all 
our Masses this weekend on the topic of ‘Mission Outreach’ 

!
St. Vincent de Paul 
The outdoor monthly collection for St. Colmcille’s Swords, VdP, will be taken up 
this weekend at all Masses 

!
Golf Classic – St. Colmcille’s Parish 
Our annual Golf Classic will take place in Forrest Little Golf Club on Friday 7th June to 
raise funds for the Parish. Again I thank you for your support in previous years which 
raised the funds necessary for the Painting of the Church which has delighted us all in the 
Parish. The format is a 4-person Team event and the entry fee is €250 per team which 
includes a meal. If you think that this might be of interest to you, we would greatly 
appreciate your support. If you cannot submit a team, perhaps you would consider 
sponsoring a hole for €100 or even a prize for the event. If you wish to support this very 
worthy cause please contact John Campbell 087 9079245. 
!
Camino Walk by Fr John for the Parish’s of Swords and Drynam. !
Fr John is walking a stage of the Camino Frances from Caldazillo 
 de la Cueza to Astorga, a distance of 148 kms.  If you would like  
to make a donation of sponsorship towards parish funds for  
Swords and Drynam then fill in donation leaflet in Sacristy or  
Parish Office 

!!
Anam Cara North Dublin, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding a 
Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 15th May at 7:20pm in the Carnegie 
Court Hotel, Swords, Co. Dublin. This event is free and open to all bereaved parents 
regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their 
death was recent or not. !!

 !
Prayer for Vocations 
God, Our Father, 
Thank you for your son, Jesus our Good Shepherd,  
who leads us to fullness of life. 
By our baptism, we are called by name to continue the 
mission of Jesus. 
Give us the grace to listen with an open heart to the voice 
of Jesus and to respond generously with a joyful spirit. 
Strengthen the men and women you called to serve through marriage, the 
single life, the diaconate, priesthood and consecrated life. 
Guide all who are discerning their Christian vocation. 
In gratitude we offer this prayer through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, united 
with you forever. Amen. 

!
Good Shepherd Sunday- Day of Prayer for Vocations 

This weekend of 11th and 12th May, we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday.  This 
Sunday will continue to be an irreplaceable occasion to reflect on the importance of the 
ministerial priesthood and on prayer for vocations to the priesthood.  This is an urgent call 
for the future of our diocese.  

There will no longer be special collection today as it is with the smaller number of 
seminarians the funds collected over the past years are now sufficient for the near future.  

In his message for the World day of Prayer for Vocations Pope Francis says  that 
there can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for the Lord! He encourages us, especially 
the young, not to be deaf to the Lord’s call.   ‘If he calls you to follow his path, do not pull 
your oars into the boat, but trust him.  Do not yield to fear, which paralyses us before the 
great heights to which the Lord points us. !

Next weekend, 18th /19th  May, we will for the first time hold a new collection 
which will be called the Ministry Sunday Collection. 

This new annual collection will replace the Share Collection and will be devoted 
to support the building up of new forms of lay ministry in our parishes.  The work of 
spreading the Gospel of Jesus in our changing religious culture will require more lay men 
and women working in various ways alongside our priests at the heart of parish 
communities.  

The Ministry Sunday Collection is about ensuring that we will have the people we 
need - men and women who will be to the fore in making our parishes vibrant faith 
communities into the future. 

While many of those involved will be volunteers, we will have to equip and train 
leaders and provide facilities for formation. We want to work towards a situation where all 
parishes in this Archdiocese benefit from their gifts and expertise. The new collection is 
one-step in that process.  !
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Zara Grace Moxon, Noah Francis Tighe, Kate Julia Kearney, Jasper Ned Tuohy, 
Hannah Ave Maher, Cillian Peter Doyle Savage, Chloe Marie McCaghy

	


