
!!
But what kind of ministry is Jesus entrusting to Peter, the most impetuous and unpredictable 
of his early group of followers. 
The papacy has a spiritual and institutional meaning in the Catholic Church and an 
historical meaning. It can refer to the office of pope, the successor of St. Peter, and the 
authority that the pope exercises in that office.When used historically, the papacy often 
refers to a particular pope’s time in office, or the religious and cultural force of the Catholic 
Church down through history. It is one of the most enduring institutions in the history of the 
world and certainly some of the occupants of the Chair of Peter have been as varied and as 
colourful as one could ever imagine. In recent times they have been some of the most 
remarkable and influential characters in the history of the Church and on the stage of world 
history and events. (continued next week)            Fr. Michael Carey    
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am  Alice Bonar 
Mon 10.00am Thomas McEllinney   Sat 6.30pm Cora Duffy   
Tues 8.00am  Alice Bonar                                                    Joan Parker (MM)  
Tues 10.00 Colm & Dympna Wynn                       Anna Daly (1st An) 
Wed 8.00am  Cyril O’Neill                                                          
Wed 10.00am Stephen Farrell  Sun 8.30am Esther Fitzsimons  
Thurs 8.00am Vincent O’Malley  Sun 11.00pm Maura Donovan 
Thurs 10.00am  Mary Nulty                    Sun 6.30pm Paddy Hughes                  
Fri 8.00am Altar List of the Dead 
Fri 10.00am Altar List of the Dead                    

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon. 
Thank you to Scoil an Duinninigh for permission to use the school hall for Sunday Masses  
at the present time.  Entrance from the rear of the school. 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Mary Cheevers   Late of Commons West 
Noel Brennan   Castle Drive 
Ann Fleming   Drynam Road 
John Reid   Seatown Villas 
Shane Rock   Melrose Park  
 

We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Sadie Mae Conalty, Frankie Lea Scally,Emily Olivia May, Charlie Jack 
O’Moore,Brandan Aidan Craigie,Tom Patrick Curran, Ruby Anne Quinn, Keela 
Joan Smith, Jack George McDonnell, Harper Leigh Carpenter Reynolds, Caitlin 
Margaret Armstrong. !
Bethany Bereavement Support Group Help is at hand.  Bethany trained members are 
available to provide support to those grieving after the loss of a loved one.  This is a free, 
confidential service. The Group meet on the  last Monday of each month from 7.30 - 8.30 
p.m. at the Parochial House, Seatown Road - Next Meeting 28th August.  For further 
information please 'phone Mary 8402652 or Brid 086 6006397 after 6 p.m. !!
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948. 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
      The Papacy and its relation to the Church – (part 1) 
 “Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.” 

Newsletter Sunday 27th August 2017 
The Gospel this Sunday is on one level about St. Peter being called by the Lord to be the 
first Pope. When Pope Benedict XVI, resigned on 28th February 2013, Fr. Paddy Boyle 
delivered a homily in St. Colmcille’s Swords to mark the occasion. As well as talking about 
Pope Benedict he also spoke about the Papacy and this Sunday (and next) is an ideal time to 
print his homily in the Parish Newsletter. 
“The Church the Barque of Peter, the Pope, the Vicar of Christ, is entrusted with something 
which belongs not to me or to you or to any Pope or to any particular faction or group, but 
to Christ and to him alone.   
In St Matthew’s Gospel we read in chapter 16 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. 
“Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hell will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he warned his disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Christ. Then Jesus goes on to predict his own death 
This text takes us to a crucial point in the life of Jesus, of Peter, of the Apostles and from 
that moment on in the life of the Church, not yet begun. For a number of reasons Peter 
would certainly not have seemed to have been the most suitable choice but the choice was 
made by Christ himself.  
Cardinal Newman, a man greatly admired by Pope Benedict, comments on this text in a 
sermon on the unity of the Church, given before he actually became a Catholic. In St. Peter, 
he says, who is there, in this text, is made the rock on which the Church is founded, we see, 
as in a type, its unity, stability, and permanence. Peter is in a very real sense one of the 
Apostles, chosen by Christ, but now set apart. He is the one who recognises Jesus for who 
he really is, the Christ, the anointed One of God. And in Acknowledging the Christ, Peter 
points Him out to the others, he is the witness, he makes his confession of faith and he then 
is the evangeliser. The Church is set up in one name, not in many names, to show that it is 
one, and that name is Peter. So, as someone once said, where there is Peter, there is the 
Church. To show the permanence of the Church, that it will last, Jesus goes on to say, ‘and 
the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.’ In 1 Timothy 3:15 St. Paul calls the Church 
‘the pillar and ground of the Truth.’ There are numerous other texts which refer to the 
special position of Peter in relation to the Church, to the Apostles and that he was regarded 
as being a touchstone of faith and understanding of who and what Jesus was and is, the 
Christ and the direction the early Christian movement should take. Mark’s gospel, the first 
of the gospels to be written down, is, in effect, the remembrances and the teaching of Peter 
the first among the Apostles. He is regarded universally as the first Pope. !
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                                 ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN !
Antiphon – ‘You bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart’. !

Schools are back! 
The summer has ended and the schools are back this Wednesday and the Secondary schools 
are already back. I hope all readers of the newsletter are well rested. Sacramentally it is a 
particularly important year for the 2nd and 6th classes and I hope that the journey and 
preparations for the Sacrament of 1st Penance, Holy Communion and Confirmation are 
exciting and rewarding for the pupils, their parents and wider family circle and the class 
teachers. It is also an important, challenging and probably nervous year for the Junior and 
Leaving Cert years – I wish them well and assure them of the prayers of the whole Parish 
Community. We might even get an ‘Indian Summer’ which will delight all of us. !
Lourdes Pilgrimage Trust 
A sincere thank you for your generous contribution to this outdoor collection held on the 
August bank holiday weekend.  The amount collected was €1060 

!
Twenty - First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
When Jesus presses the question, who do you say I am? we feel him speaking to us. 
Naturally, we think of our faith now in the light of our own journey of life and pilgrimage of 
faith. How did I start out? What was my image of Jesus then and how did I relate to him? 
Have there been a major turning point for me and can I name one or two? How have I 
deepened my familiarity with Jesus and who is he for me now? 
If I were to choose an image or a metaphor what would come to mind? If I were to explain 
to someone what my faith in Jesus is, what words would I use? 
Prayer - I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love (Ep 3:14-17). 	
(Source:	St.	Paul’s	Missal) 

!
Saints for the coming week 
Saint Augustine – Monday 28th August 354-430. He was converted at the age of thirty-
three and baptized by St. Ambrose.  He became Bishop of Hippo(Algeria), where he lived 
with a community until his death. His theological influence has been most significant in the 
Church, especially on the understanding of God’s grace. Patron of theologians.   
The Passion of St. John the Baptist– Tuesday 29th August – The gospels relate how St. 
John fearlessly condemned Herod Antipas’s unlawful marriage to Herodias, who had been 
previously married to his half-brother. The outraged Herodias had him imprisoned. In a 
moment of weakness Herod promised to grant the heart’s desire of Salome, the daughter of 
Herodias. She asked for John the Baptist’s head, which was promptly fetched for her. Thus 
the Precursor of the Lord preceded his master through his passion 

!
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Heritage Week - Swords Events 
Sunday August 27th:   HISTORY FROM THE PLAQUES 
Talk on the stories behind those who donated the Stations of the Cross in 
St. Colmcille's Church, with Swords Historical Society.    3.30 pm to 4.30 pm 
Sunday September 3rd:   VISIT ST. COLMCILLE'S WELL 
Learn how Swords got its name.   3.30 pm 

!
GRANDPARENTS PILGRIMAGE to Knock 
There will be a bus leaving the Star Pub in Swords for Knock Shrine on Sunday 10th 
September at 8.30. a.m.If interested please contact Nora at 8404247 or Mary at 086 
3814737   ALL ARE WELCOME 

!
The Irish Cancer Society operates a free Volunteer Driver Service that is available to 
patients attending the following hospitals for chemotherapy treatments; The Mater; 
Connolly Hospital, Blanchardstown & St. James’s Hospital. Volunteer drivers will pick a 
patient up at the door of their home, drop them at the hospital door and then when finished 
treatment, pick them up and drop them home again. All volunteer expenses are paid. 
Patients wishing to avail of this free service should contact their healthcare professional, 
visit the website at irishcancer.ie or contact the Irish Cancer Society for more information 
on 01 2310 522. 

 

B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 
B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner, 
through Death, Separation or Divorce. Few people are able to cope alone with the 
pain of loss. Do you find that you need more support than family and friends can 
provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength and self-knowledge – not weakness. 
This is a healing ministry, which helps to resolve the grief that goes with the end of 
a marriage or relationship. Coping effectively with bereavement is a skill we can all learn. A 
team, who are themselves widowed, separated or divorced share their experiences with you. 
Next Coping Programme will commence on Wednesday 13th September 2017  for 7 
Wednesday evenings, at 7.15pm in White Friars Community Centre, Aungier St. ,Dublin 2 
(No need to book) For further information phone 086 0877379 or email 
bedublin@gmail.com. www.beginningexperience.ie 

  

Faith for Life is an Adult Faith Course designed to help you to discover more energising 
and empowering ways to live out your faith in the reality of today’s world: through 
relationships, family, home, workplaces and the events of daily life. It aims to help you to be 
more active, open, faithful, confident, trusting and willing to work for change. 
Faith for Life takes place over four weekends in Holy Cross College, Clonliffe Rd, Dublin 
3. Called to Become (21st /22nd October),  Church in and for the World (2nd/3rd 
December), The Word of God (20th/21st January)  and  Living Faithfully (3rd/4th March).  
Further details and application forms are available by emailing Rosemary: 
rlavelle@abhouse.org or evangelisation@dublindiocese.ie or by telephone 8373732 ext. 247/239.


