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Will you also leave me? 

When many of his disciples were leaving him, Jesus turned to the apostles and said, ‘Will 
you also leave me?’ These words are addressed to us too. It’s not the Lord who leaves us, 
we who may leave him. But why would we want to leave the Lord, who alone has the 
words of eternal life? 
We need to make our own Peter’s profession of faith. Every Sunday we get the chance to 
do so. We need the Lord to strengthen our faith. We also need to confirm one another. Lord, 
confirm our decision to say with you. Draw us closer to you in bonds of trust, so that we 
may follow you in love and freedom. (Source: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB) 

Fr. Michael Carey !
Mass intentions for Next Week                 
Mon 8.00am James Close                   Sat 10.00pm Special intention 
Mon 10.00am William Parker       
Tues 8.00am Ellen Donovan                  Sun 6.30am  Paul Murphy 
Tues 10.00 Kenneth Flynn                     
Wed 8.00am Mary Nolan                     
Wed 10.00am Noel Foran                                     Sun 8.30am Vera Donnelly   
Thurs 8.00am Bridie Jennings     
Thurs 10.00am Stephen Farrell               Sun 11.15am Maura Donovan 
Fri 8.00am Maureen Costello 
Fri 10.00am Kitty Nulty !
Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am 
Fingal County Council have written to say they are granting the Fire Regulation Certificate 
for our church, subject to some conditions which should be manageable by ourselves. We 
will have the monthly Vincent de Paul collection today outside the church. !
     

Living the Paschal Mystery 
Each day we are faced with choices: to be for or against Christ. This is both as easy as it 
sounds and as challenging. The entire second part of Mark’s gospel is about who Jesus is 
and what it costs to be his disciple. To be Jesus’ disciple necessitates losing some things, 
cutting some things out of our lives. This cutting off is a kind of dying, a being “against” 
something that takes us away from Jesus so that we can be “for” Jesus. But when we do 
choose Christ, life comes. The kingdom of God is so important that we must do everything 
and anything we can – great and small - to bring it about. 

Sometimes the choices are not so clear and we perhaps are not even aware that we 
must make a choice. Living the gospel as a faithful disciple, then, also requires us to take 
stock of our actions and how others perceive who we are and how we act. Discipleship 
means that everything we are and do flows from our relationship with Christ. If we “belong 
to Christ”, then our only concern need be furthering God’s kingdom. (Source: Living 
Liturgy) !
Grandparents Pilgrimage to Knock 
There will be a bus leaving the Star Pub Swords for Knock on Sunday 9th September at 
8.30a.m If interested contact Nora at Tel. 8404247 !

!!!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com                  !

      21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The development of Christian doctrine 

 “Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me” 
Newsletter Sunday 26th August 2018 

Who was St Vincent of Lerins. Well, he was a monk and writer. Born to a noble 
family of Gaul (modern France), Vincent initially served as a soldier but gave it 
up to become a monk on the island of Lerins off the southern French coast near 
Cannes. He was ordained there and wrote books. he offered a guide to orthodox teaching 
and included his famous maxim, by which he hoped to be able to differentiate between true 
and false tradition: "what has been believed everywhere, always, and by all". He believed 
that the ultimate source of Christian truth was Holy Scripture and that the authority of the 
Church was to be invoked to guarantee the correct interpretation of Scripture. This same St. 
Vincent wrote a chapter on ‘The development of Christian Doctrine.  !
Is no religious development possible in the Church of Christ? There is indeed, and it is very 
extensive. Who could be so jealous of their companions and so hateful to the Lord as to try 
to prevent such development? But it must be genuinely a development of the faith, not a 
changing of it. Development implies that a thing becomes more full itself; change implies 
the transformation of one reality into another. !
There must be extensive growth, then, for individuals and for the whole Body, in 
understanding, knowledge, and wisdom; but it must be growth in kind, that is, the truth and 
its meaning must remain the same. Religion in this respect follows the pattern set by the 
body: the body grows in weight and size and develops its parts, yet it remains ever the 
same body. The flower of youth and the ripeness of old age are quite different things, yet 
the old person is the same person who was once young. One and the same person’s stature 
and outward guise changes yet the nature and person are the same. !
The following, then, is undoubtedly a legitimate and correct rule for the occurrence of true 
development and of growth in the proper sense of the word: the years reveal in the grown-
up those parts and shapes with which the Creator wisely endowed the child. !
If the human form were changed into something of another species or if some vital parts 
were added or taken away in the course of time, the whole body would either perish or 
become a monstrosity or, at the very least, be seriously weakened. The truth of Christian 
religion follows these same laws of development: time and age can only consolidate it, 
broaden it, and make it more sublime. !
Our fathers in early times sowed the seeds of faith in the field of the Church; it would be 
very wrong indeed if we their descendants reaped the weeds of error. Beginning and end 
may be inconsistent, then; wheat was planted, wheat must be reaped. !!
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                                      ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry…Pope Francis 

A Sacristan 
The parish has a wonderful selection of volunteer Sacristans, including the Parish Sisters, 
without which it could not cope. Indeed, two more volunteers have come on board in 
recent weeks. I am truly grateful for their volunteerism and commitment in offering of their 
time, energies and talents to this vital role. 
But going forward the Parish cannot rely solely on volunteers and therefore a person 
dedicated to overseeing everything to do with the Sacristy is required. It is a part time role 
in that it involves about 11 hours work spread over the week, but having said that the title 
of Sacristan goes with the position. 
Hours of work 
As I said approximately 11 hours work spread over 4 days with Sunday obviously being a 
requisite day. The Sacristan will obviously be needed to be available for the Christmas and 
Easter Ceremonies. 
Remuneration 
The budget for this position when €8500 and with Employer’s PRSI is included the cost to 
the Parish is €9500 per annum. 
Duties 
Ordering supplies; Counting and Banking of Sunday Collections: Working out schedules 
and rosters for Voluntary Sacristans, maintaining rosters for Church Cleaners and Church 
Lock up; managing the diary and Mass bookings, ensuring the Church is in ‘good 
condition’ etc  
These duties will become ‘second nature’ over time 
If you interested in this position or wish further clarification, then please write to me: 
Fr. Michael Carey, Parochial House Seatown Road, Swords 
The closing date for application is Friday 7th September. 

!
God’s Housekeepers 
The next date for cleaning the Church is next Friday 31st August after the 10.00am Mass. 
Can cleaning group 1 for this Friday please turn up! Also if anyone has a half hour to spare 
you would be most welcome 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: !
Sarah Alison Cloonan, Sadie Ellen McMahon, Robbie Scully Tyrell, Lewis 
Osaobh D’Aaluchy Emokpae, Fin Nowl McNaly, Cian Eoghan Berkley Murray 

!!
"Pro Life Dublin talk - After the Abortion Referendum: 
The Way Forward for Ireland’s Pro-Life Movement on Tuesday Sept 4th 7:30pm Wynns 
Hotel, Lower Abbey St, Dublin 1 in The Ballroom suite. Speakers: Proff Patricia Casey, 
Paddy Manning, Michael Dwyer. All welcome!" 

!
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 Parish Choir : New Members!!! !
Our parish choir is inviting YOU to join. You don’t have to be a 
good singer - with practice, you will improve; vocal chords like any 
muscle improve with exercise. Singing releases endorphins, the 
feel-good chemicals in the brain, so not only will you be partaking 
in the joy of music-making for the Parish but you will also feel 
great!   It's also an aerobic activity and a natural stress-reducer.    If 
you, or anyone you know who can reasonably get to the church on Sunday 
mornings by 10.45am or so, why not come along and try it out? 
We will guide you gently through the repertoire, provide you with our hymn book, 
welcome you warmly to our numbers - there is nothing daunting about being 
among us. Men and women of all ages are welcome -an injection of fresh faces 
and voices to maintain this long-established choir into the future and prevent its 
gradual disappearance, which would be a great shame after decades of dedication.  
We start again on Sunday 2 Sept. Mass is at 11.15am. We gather at 1030-10.45am 
on Sundays for some preparation, and have a practice night 7pm to 9pm once a 
month. (For further information contact:  Maurice 086 8305917).    Not everyone 

makes every practice so please don't worry about undue 
pressure on your schedule! !
To quote the famous expression of St. Augustine: “He 
who sings prays twice.”    We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

 !
World Meeting of Families 
2018 
10 representatives from our Parish 
along with representatives from St 
Cronin’s, Brackenstown, St Finian’s 
Rivervalley and Our Lady Queen of 
Heaven Dublin Airport attended the 
Archdiocese of Dublin’s event to 
mark the opening of the World 
Meeting of Families 2018 in the 
RDS last Tuesday evening. 
The Opening for WMOF2018 
consisted of an Evening Prayer 
taking place simultaneously in all 
26 dioceses of Ireland. Christian 
Churches all over the island joined 
us  in ringing out church bells as the Evening Prayer began. 
Pope Francis had a video message for the families meeting in Ireland. He says that the 
World Meeting of families is a celebration of the beauty of God’s plan for the family. 
We look forward to attending Mass in the Phoenix Park on Sunday 
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