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She was the one whose features I bear, 
Complete with the facial expressions I wear. !
She gave her love which follows me yet, 
Along with the examples in life she set. 
As I got older, she somehow younger grew, 
And we’d laugh just as Mothers and daughters do. 
  
But then came the time that her mind clouded so, 
And I sensed that the Mother I knew would soon go. 
So quickly she changed and turned into the other, 
A stranger who dressed in the clothes of my Mother. 
  
Oh, she looked the same, at least at arms length, 
But she now was the child and I was her strength. 
We’d come full circle, we women three, 
My Mother the first, the second and me. 
  
And if my own children should come to a day, 
When a new mother comes and the old goes away, 
I’d ask of them nothing that I didn’t do. 
Love both of your Mothers as both loved you.           By Joan Snow Duncanson 

Fr. Michael Carey 

Mass Intentions this Sunday  
Sat 6.30pm Imelda, Gerald & Bernadette Donnelly(An)   
                    Brian Taylor (1stAn) 
Sun 8.30am Walter Higgins(An) 
Sun 11.15am Gerry Foley (An) !
At our Masses this Sunday we also remember:Anthony Casciania, Peter McDermott, 
Kathleen Lee, Bartle Savage, Matty Cahill 

Mass intentions for Next Week                                          
Mon 8.00am Vera Barker        
Mon 10.00am Bridget Barry  
Tues 8.00am Margaret Morrissey                
Tues 10.00am      Next Sunday  
Wed 8.00am Eugene Walsh, Martin, Michael & James Hickey     
Wed 10.00am Anthony Cascinia                                                      Sat 6.30pm Alice Roe                                  
Thurs 8.00am Phyllis Davis                                                           Sun 8.30am Cathal Kelly 
Thurs 10.00am Noel McDonald 
Fri 8.00am John Heaslip                                            Sun 11.15am Mary O’Connor 
Fri 10.00am Susane Labora                    

 
Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
In line with other notices from the parish relating to Covid-19, Mass will not be  
celebrated in the church in Drynam on the 22nd and 29th March. To access Mass  
on line please visit one of these websites: 
https://www.churchservices.tv/ or https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ !

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam  

 
4th Sunday of Lent 

Christ, The Light of the World 
 “Hold fast to love and justice (Hosea. 12:6)” – 

Trocaire Scripture reference for Lent 2020 
Newsletter Sunday 22nd March 2020 !

In these Lenten Days of 2020, we meet a man in the gospel with 20/20 vision! !
He began the day in blindness but, having encountered Jesus, ended it able to see.  His 
sight ran deeper than just seeing the people and things around him.  For alongside his 
physical sight, his spiritual sight was also ignited.  Having been questioned by people who 
could not accept Jesus, he came to realise that only a man who comes from God can give 
sight to the blind.  When he pointed out this simple truth, he was put in his place by the 
experts: “Do you mean to teach us and you a sinner through and through?” !
The manner of his healing is significant.  It is messy – Jesus taking soil from the ground 
and spitting on it to make a paste that he rubs into the man’s eyes.  Little regard for health 
and safety there!  Yet what needed to happen, happened.  The man was gifted with the 
ability to see.  Is there some deeper significance in this?  Is there something about respect 
for the earth – that earth that receives our mortal remains and from which, with Jesus, we 
strive to rise again.  Is the spittle something to do with tears, waters flowing from Jesus’ 
side?  Maybe or maybe not but the fact remains that God uses the everyday things around 
us to work his miracles if only we have eyes to see. !
Reminding ourselves again of Trócaire’s Lenten Campaign, we are aware of families 
blinded and harassed by circumstances not of their making.  Like the Gospel man today, 
the sins are not theirs or those of their parents, they are victims of injustice.  Just as the 
Lord wished to open a new future for the blind man, so he does for those at the heart of the 
Lenten campaign.  It may not be easy but there is surely a call going out to all who can 
help to do so in whatever way is possible.  Perhaps the eyes that need opening today, are 
the eyes of the oppressors, that they may see clearly the harm they are inflicting on others	
(Trocaire	Lenten	Resources	for	2020)	!
Two Mothers Remembered	
I had two Mothers—two mothers I claim 
Two different people, yet with the same name. 
Two separate women, diverse by design, 
But I loved them both because they were mine. !
The first was the Mother who carried me here, 
Gave birth and nurtured and launched my career, !

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email


 !
ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis  !!

The times we are living in are ‘weird, surreal, challenging’. There is a frightening 
amount of darkness in our country and in the world. But the Gospel of this Sunday 
contains the wonderful words of Christ, ‘I am the light of the world’. Let us trust in 
the goodness of God, let us not lose hope and in the words of Pope Francis below 
let us have strength and courage !
“Tonight before falling asleep think about when we will return to the street. 

When we hug again, when all the shopping together will seem like a 
party. 
Let’s think about when the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk, the 
photos close to each other. 

We think about when it will be a memory but normality will seem 
unexpected and beautiful gift. 
We will love everything that has so far seemed futile to us. Every second will be 
precious. 

Swims at the sea, the sun until late, sunsets, toasts, laughter. 
We will go back to laughing together. 

STRENGTH AND COURAGE” – Pope Francis. !
Mass in Swords 
As we are only too well aware by now our world is facing an unprecedented health 
crisis posed by the coronavirus. !

To manage the rate of increase and to adequately and effectively treat 
those who have the illness caused by the virus drastic action had had to be taken by 
all sectors of society. To that end ALL MASSES IN SWORDS ARE SUSPENDED 
until further notice. The priests of the parish will celebrate Mass each day for the 
‘booked’ Mass intentions and for the intentions of the People of the Parish. The 
Mass each day will be behind closed doors, or at the priest’s home. For those who 
cannot attend Mass and receive Holy Communion there is a prayer below which 
may be said. A Prayer for Spiritual Communion !

“And all will be well and all manner of things shall be well” – Julian of 
Norwich !

In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation to 
physically attend Sunday Mass 

!!

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things 
and I desire to receive You in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You         Amen. 

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE has launched a national support line and additional supports for older people who 
have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and 
reassurance where necessary. The support line is open Monday to Friday, 8am-8pm, by 
calling 0818 222 024. Hours may be extended to meet the demand.  

!
A Blessing and Prayer Tribute to all Mothers 
Dear Jesus we thank you for mothers everywhere 
For all who care for us day by day, 
Let us not forget that you were a child 
And your mother was Mary. 
We say thank you for mums across the world  
And in our country too, 
Although we may not say it    
We think you are the best. So let us give grateful thanks and let our 
voices be heard. 
For all Mums and Grans 
On this very special day. Amen (Helen Middleton 2005) 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently 
Martin Cuffe    Carlton Court 

! 	

callto:0818%20222%20024

