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The Church uses two different formulae for the imposition of ashes.  One is: “Remember 
that you are dust and into dust you shall return” and the other: “Repent, and believe in 
the Gospel”. 
The first formula recalls the fragility and precariousness of human existence and the 
inevitability of death. None of us has ever experienced death.  Death is the ultimate 
unknown in our lives.  We may have witnessed death, we may have accompanied someone 
who is dying or prepared them for death, but at the moment of death we are always on our 
own.  None of us has ever experienced ourselves the mystery of death. 
Without faith death is meaningless.  Without faith death is the absolute end.  But with faith 
in Jesus Christ death can be transformed.  
  
Equally, just as none of us knows what death is like, none of us knows from human 
experience what comes after death.  Artists and writers and painters have tried to grasp 
what the after life is like; but that is just their own impression. All we know for certain is 
that in death we encounter Jesus Christ, who is our judge, but who is the God of mercy 
who transforms us.  
So remembering that we come from dust and return from dust should lead us not into 
morbid thoughts about death, but into hope.  Hope is never abstract; faith leads to a hope 
that challenges the way we live.  It challenges us to see what the things in life are that 
really matter and that endure. (Source: Flor McCarthy and Ash Wednesday homily by 
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin). 

Fr. Michael Carey 

Mass Intentions this Sunday  
Sat 6.30pm Nancy, Jack, Dan & Sheila Doyle(An)   
      Paddy Woods 
Sun 8.30am June Cantwell(An) 
Sun 11.15am Maria Coleman(An) !
Mass intentions for Next Week                                          
Mon 8.00am The Hoare Family   
Mon 10.00am John & Catherine Wade    
Tues 8.00am Sam & Mary Dennigan                   
Tues 10.00am Liam Scahill  Next Sunday  
Wed 8.00am Sophia Fox                         Sat 6.30pm Larry Mulvihill 
Wed 10.00am Sophia Fox                                                
Wed 7.30pm                                       
Thurs 8.00am Delia O’Donoghue         Sun 8.30am Intentions of the Holy Souls 
Thurs 10.00am Special Intention 
Fri 8.00am John O’Connell         Sun 11.15am Kevin Harford 
Fri 10.00am Jim & Mary Hogan                             Joseph Murphy (1st An) 

 

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
St Vincent de Paul will have their monthly collection today outside the church.  
There will be Mass on Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, at 9:20am here in Drynam.  
We will have our next Pastoral Team meeting on Tuesday at 8:PM. !!

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook: St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam  !

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Goodness – that time already! 

“O Lord, I trust in your merciful love” 
Newsletter Sunday 23rd February 2020 !

This coming Wednesday, 26th February is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the Season 
of Lent. It is here already and like everything else these times, before you know it, it will 
be Easter. 
With that in mind let all of us make a resolution to make this Lent special. On the one 
hand Lent is a period of intense preparation of candidates who are to be baptised this 
Easter. But this season is also a time for us the faithful to renew our original baptismal 
commitment. !
The Sunday readings for Lent call to mind our initiation into Christ. The first and second 
Sunday’s give an account of the Lord’s temptation in the desert and his transfiguration. The 
third, fourth and fifth Sundays are the three great baptismal texts of the Samaritan woman, 
the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus and then we are in to Passion (Palm) 
Sunday. !
Let us begin with Ash Wednesday – nature shows us that there is such a time as an 
opportune time. For instance, there is a time for planting and a time for reaping. This 
applies to our lives too. We too have our seasons because we are involved in the process of 
growth. !
From a spiritual point of view, Lent is an opportune time for us. There is something about 
Lent that spurs us into action in the battle against evil. Maybe it is a picture of the sinless 
Jesus battling with Satan in the desert. Lent calls us to prayer, penance, and works of 
charity. In short, to a fuller living of the Christian life. !
St. Paul in the reading on Ash Wednesday, reminds the Corinthians of the grace they have 
received when they accepted the Gospel. But he tells them that they will have received this 
in vain if they fall back into pagan ways. He urges them to make use of the present 
opportunity that is being given them. He says, ‘Now is the favourable time; this is the day 
of salvation.’ The Church applies these words to Lent. Even though prayer, penance, and 
almsgiving are always appropriate, they are especially appropriate during Lent. There is 
such a thing as ‘a window of opportunity,’ a moment of grace. Lent is a window of 
opportunity, a season of grace. !
Lent is the Church’s ‘holy spring’. It is a time of penance and effort. But is it also a time of 
joy. It is like springtime. As we progress towards Easter the sun gets brighter and warmer.  
So, as we journey through Lent, our hope grows, our joy increases. !
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  
Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis  

Ash Wednesday – 26th February 
This is a day of fast and abstinence and the beginning of the Season of Lent. 
Why do we put ash on our forehead? - Ashes are applied to our forehead in the sign of the 
cross as the words, "Remember, you are dust and to dust you shall return" are spoken to us. 
The other formula which is used, "Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel" 
emphasises our call to continual conversion and holiness of life. This act symbolises our 
mortality as well as our need for ongoing repentance. It is a reminder that this life is short 
and merely a foreshadowing of what we shall become through the redemption of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. The work of our redemption will not be complete until we are raised 
from the dead, in resurrected bodies like His own and called to the eternal communion of 
heaven.  
Confirmation  - Ceremony of Light 
The Ceremony of Light for St. Colmcille’s BNS will be held this Thursday 27th February at 
1.40pm. This Ceremony is developed around the Pascal Candle. When children are 
baptised the parents/godparents receive a light to their Baptismal Candle from the Pascal 
Candle. In this Ceremony, the parents hand the lighted candle lit from the Pascal Candle 
directly to their children themselves, symbolising that they, their parents have fulfilled their 
promise to bring their children up in the faith and will continue to fulfil it and that their 
children now make the step of confirming their faith for themselves 

!
Lent - Ash Wednesday – 26th February 
The season of Lent begins this Ash Wednesday 26th February. The Masses on this 
day are: 8.00am; 10.00am and 7.30pm in St. Colmcille’s and at 9.20am in Our 
Lady of the Visitation, Drynam 

!
RECENTLY DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Barbara Rooney   Seatown West 

!
Women’s World Day of Prayer  
This is an international  ecumenical Christian laywomen’s initiative and is celebrated 
annually in over 170 countries on the first Friday in March. Every year, the worship service 
focuses on a different country and a specific theme. The theme for this year is “Rise! Take 
Your Mat and Walk” The Women of Zimbabwe, have prepared the service for this year.  
Through preparation and participation in the worship service, women worldwide learn how 
their sisters in other countries, languages and cultures understand the biblical passages in 
their context. Women’s World Day of Prayer aims to demonstrate that prayer and action are 
inseparable and that both have immeasurable influence in the world.  Men and women are 
warmly welcome to come to this prayer service, which will take place this year in the St. 
Finian’s, River Valley on Friday 6th March at 7.30.pm. 

!

 

Do you care for the Environment? 
If so you might be interested in this year’s Book Club for Lent.  The book this 
year is Finding God in a Leaf by Fr Brian Grogan, which is based on Pope 
Francis’ book Laundato Si.(Care of our Common Home ) 
Take a journey with Brian Grogan SJ into nature, and heed God’s invitation for 
us to love and care for his creation. 
The Book Club will start with an introduction on Thursday 27th February @ 
2.00pm  and will be a similar format to last year.  It will take place over 6 weeks, on 
Thursday afternoons.  There will be an additional session on Tuesday 31st March at 
7.00pm for anyone who would like to read and discuss the book but can’t attend the 
afternoon sessions. 
Why not give it a try!!For more information and tips on reading the book , come along to 
our introduction session on Thursday 27th February at 2.00pm.Books will be distributed 
on the day  or from the Parish Office. For further information contact Colette at the Parish 
Office 

!
The Encounter   
Join other young adults (20’s & 30’s) on Friday 28th  February at 8:00pm in St. Paul’s, 
Arran Quay for a night of  live acoustic music, reflective prayer in adoration.  There will be 
a social, pizza and refreshments afterwards. Our guest speakers for the night will be Maria 
Siddi and Kiara Vanmaele and our musicians will be Lenin and Lionel Pinto.  For more 
information Email st.pauls@dublindiocese.ie or  on Instagram @theyoungchurchdublin 

!
Swords Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group. 
Have you suffered the loss of someone special in your life through bereavement?   Would 
you like to talk to a trained bereavement support person who will listen and help you 
understand your grief and distress?  You are welcome to attend our bereavement support 
meetings on the second and last Mondays of every month at - The Parochial House, 
Seatown Road, Swords @ 7.30pm.  This is a free, confidential service and is offered to all 
Fingal residents,  next meeting 24th February.  Further information please 
phone Terri 8403243 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Sam Andrew Reilly Heeney, Freya Nolan 

!
Pioneer Lenten Pledge  
The season of Lent helps us prepare for the great feast of Easter, and for the forty days of 
Lent, we commit ourselves in a special way to prayer, almsgiving, denial of self and ego, 
and acts of penance. The Pioneer Association has a Short-Term Pledge  for adults over 
eighteen years. This enables a person who does not wish to make a life commitment to total 
abstinence to take a pledge for a limited period of time. If you feel that you can and would 
like to take the pledge for Lent, please go online at www.pioneerassociation.ie  to join. A 
small fee applies if you wish to have the Pioneer emblem and the registration card. 
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