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 “Commitment to mission is not something added on to the Christian life as a kind of 
decoration, but is instead an essential element of faith itself. A relationship with the Lord 
entails being sent out into the world as prophets of his word and witnesses of his love. 
Even if at times we are conscious of our weaknesses and tempted to discouragement, we 
need to turn with God with confidence. We must overcome a sense of our own inadequacy 
and not yield to pessimism, which merely turns us into passive spectators of a dreary and 
monotonous life. There is no room for fear! God himself comes to cleanse our “unclean 
lips” and equip us for the mission: “Your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out. Then 
I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send and who will go for us?’ And I 
said, ‘Here am I, send me’” (Is 6:6-8) – Pope Francis. 
Today we celebrate the unique gifts that God has bestowed on us and we ask the Lord to 
give us the strength and wisdom we need to use these gifts wisely.     Fr. Michael Carey 

  
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 8.00am Alice Kearns          Sat 6.30pm James McGuirk 
Mon 10.00am Michael Reilly 
Tues 8.00am  Eamon Condon                      
Tues 10.00am Arthur Campbell          Sun 8.30am  Nora Hardy & Dickie Madden   
Wed 8.00am Eamon Condon                                  & Madden Family 
Wed 10.00 Monica & James Reidy 
Thurs 8.00am Lily Gibbs       
Fri 8.00am Special Intention                      Sun 11.00am Margaret Prendergast 
Fri 10.00am Bernadette McGonagle           Sun 6.30pm James & Mary Stafford      

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon Mon & Tues 9.20am 
Congratulations to the 27 children from Holywell ETNS who made their First Holy 
Communion here yesterday. 
Tickets for the concert on Friday 19th May on sale after Mass. Please also join us 
 for a cup of tea today. 

!
Fourth Sunday of Easter  - Day of prayer for Vocations 
What is distinctive about our faith as Christians? We do not believe in a system of ideas or 
even in a higher ethics: we believe in a person, who gives life “a new horizon and a decisive 
direction” (Benedict XVI). John’s Gospel makes this clear with its great I Am sentences, 
one of which we hear today: “I am the gate.” Naturally, we think the gate to what? The gate 
to life to the full. The risk today is to set our expectations low, to be happy with less. But the 
Gospel calls not to be half alive, but to be fully alive. Let us enter by the gate himself, 
because the gate to life is always open. 
Prayer - Often, loving Lord, we find ourselves astray and defenceless. Let us 
recognise your voice, calling us one by one as you call us to follow you. (Source: St. Paul’s 
Missal) 

!
Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding its next monthly 
Parent Evening on Wednesday 17th of May from 19:30 to 21:00 in B.A.S.E Brackenstown 
Road, Swords, Co. Dublin. This event is open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age 
your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether the death was recent or not. !

!!
Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948. 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Why does God need me? Why doesn’t he get 
someone else? 

 “The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth, 
alleluia” !

Newsletter Sunday 7th May 2017  
“The purpose of this day, "Good Shepherd Sunday"   is to publicly fulfil the Lord's 
instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 
10:2).  In the last few years, we have considered two aspects of the Christian vocation: the 
summons to “go out from ourselves” to hear the Lord’s voice, and the importance of the 
ecclesial community as the privileged place where God’s call is born, nourished and 
expressed. 
Now, on this 54th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I would like to reflect on the 
missionary dimension of our Christian calling. Those who drawn by God’s voice and 
determined to follow Jesus soon discover within themselves an irrepressible desire to bring 
the Good News to their brothers and sisters through proclamation and the service of charity. 
All Christians are called to be missionaries of the Gospel! As disciples, we do not receive 
the gift of God’s love for our personal consolation, nor are we called to promote ourselves, 
or a business concern. We are simply men and women touched and transformed by the joy 
of God’s love, who cannot keep this experience just to ourselves. For “the Gospel joy which 
enlivens the community of disciples is a missionary joy” ( Evangelii Gaudium , 21)” – Pope 
Francis. 
What is a vocation? The word vocation comes from the Latin word ‘vocare’-meaning to 
call. A vocation then is a calling to a special way of living your life. We all have a vocation. 
By virtue of our baptism we are all called to place our trust in God and to use our gifts to 
build up His Kingdom. 
It is amazing what changes can take place in our lives when we realise that we are precious, 
loved and unique, that we are ‘called’. It is amazing what we can achieve when we realise 
that no matter what our limitations are we are all gifted and have so much to offer. 
It is only really when we give ourselves and put our talents at the service of others that our 
hearts are truly alive and at peace. Nothing gives a person more confidence than knowing 
that who they are and the gifts they possess are enough, are wanted, are needed. God wants 
to use the gifts we have and not someone elses to build up his kingdom. 
Sometimes we carry attitudes like; Why does God need me? Why doesn’t he get someone 
else? Or someone else is better than me. What would the world be like if Peter or Paul had 
said that? Where would we be without Francis of Assisi or Catherine of Sienna? What if 
Patrick ignored the call of the Irish and refused to return. What is Gandhi or Nelson 
Mandela surrendered their struggle. What if Bernadette of Lourdes gave up on ‘the Lady’? 
What if Our Lady said ‘No!’ to the angel Gabriel? We know how these and other heroic men 
and women answered Christ. What we do not know is how those who are being called to 
serve today will respond. Let us pray that their answer will be a generous ‘Yes’ !

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 

  Antiphon – The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep, 
alleluia 

Sacrament of Confirmation - BNS 
Next Thursday 11th May, the boys from St. Colmcille’s BNS will receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at 11am. On behalf of the Parish I am delighted to 
welcome Bishop Ray Field who will administer the Sacrament. I wish the school 
well in all their preparation these coming days. 
1st Holy Communion 
Next Saturday 13th May at 11am, the boys and girls from Scoil an Duinninigh will receive 
their 1st Holy Communion.  I wish the school well in all their preparation this coming week, 
and I hope the weather is fantastic on the day. 

!
Ecumenical Bible Week – 4th to 11th June 
This is an exciting and successful venture which is now on its fourth year. It includes parish 
based events around Dublin and surrounding areas. For 2017, the topic is ‘Faith comes from 
hearing the Word of Christ’ (Rom 10.17). 

St. Colmcille’s Swords is hosting this event over three days: !
• The Bible and your ‘Other’ – Faith beyond Frontiers  
Tuesday June 6 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Jools Hamilton (Methodist Chaplain to 
Trinity College. Founder of YouthSpirit and so-founder of The Good Summit he travels 
widely as a preacher, speaker, teacher and facilitator) 
• Christianity – A Beautiful Insanity!!  
Wednesday June 7 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Frank Brown (Parish Pastoral Worker in 
the Clondalkin area) 
• Listening to Hear  
Thursday June 8 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Éibhlís NicUaithuas DC (A Daughter of 
Charity and Spiritual Director. Co-ordinator of biblical studies in the Archdiocese of 
Dublin) 
There is no cost, or pre booking required– just turn up! !
The other events during this week are as follows: 
• Special Launch Event. Sunday 4th June at 7.30pm. Venue: Lutherhaus, 24 Adelaide 

Rd., Dn. 2. Holden Evening Prayer – sung Lutheran Vespers with music by Marty 
Haughen and directed by Ian Callanan. Free entry 

• The 2017 Symposium – Friday 9th June 2.00-5.00pm at Holy Cross College, Clonliffe 
Road. Prof Tony Lane – the joint declaration on Justification: its significance and 
Potential. Prof Salvador Ryan – How should we remember the Reformation?. This 
symposium is chaired by Archbishop Michael Jackson (CoI). Online registration is 
required for this event at www.bibleweek.ie Cost €10 

• Closing Event. Sunday 11th June. 7.30 – 9.00pm. Venue: Lutherhaus, 24 Adelaide Rd., 
Dn. 2. Film and Reflection – ‘Martin Luther: Heretic (BBC 1983).  Following the 
viewing of the film reflection and discussion will be led by Dr. Kieran O’Mahony OSA. 
Free entry 

!

!!
Parish Holiday-Rome, the Eternal City –   
Thursday 28th September – Tuesday 3rd October 
Cost: €799.00 per person sharing on a bed and breakfast basis. This price is subject to 
availability. Extras: baggage fee; * Insurance:  * Single room supplement €30 per person 
per night (limited availability)*   Entrance fees where applicable.   
This holiday is organised through MAP Travel 36 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 1.    Tel: 
(01) 8783111. MAP Travel is licensed and bonded with the Commission for Aviation 
Regulation Licence No. T.A. 0474. Deposit €250 per person. Can be booked through Colette 
at the Parish Office or direct with MAP !
Fundraiser  - Drynam New Church Building Fund 
Our Lady of Victories Gospel Choir, performing ‘Voices of Hope’ in the RIASC CENTRE, 
Swords Enterprise Park, Feltrim Rd. Tickets Cost €10 and are available for sale at many 
outlets including Parish Office and Swords Sacristy. 

!
Vocations Sunday - Collection 
A Special Collection to support our students for the priesthood replaces the usual Share 
Collection, this weekend Sat/Sun 6th/7th May.  Your support is very much appreciated. 
Today is Vocations Sunday. It is an ideal opportunity for us all to reflect on our Baptismal 
calling to live a life of grace and holiness and an opportunity to pray for and foster 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. !
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: !
Alice Mae Pennie, Alfie Thomas Hoey-Larkin, Daisy May Harte,  !
Thursday 11th May 
As the Parish is celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation this day, there will only be an 
8.00am Mass. There is no 10.00am Mass on this day  !
Saturday 13th May 
As the Parish is celebrating the Sacrament of 1st Holy Communion this day, there 
will be no 10.00am Mass on this day 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED  !
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Patricia Fitzpatrick   Highfield Crescent 
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