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Pope Francis in his letter calling for an Extraordinary Month of Mission to be 

celebrated throughout the Church, notes that missionary activity ‘renews the Church, 
revitalises faith and Christian identity, and offers fresh enthusiasm and new incentive. Faith 
is strengthened when it is given to others!  It is in commitment to the Church’s universal 
mission that the new evangelisation of Christian peoples will find inspiration and 
support.’… 

We are urged not to be afraid to undertake, with trust in God and great courage, ‘a 
missionary option capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways 
of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled 
for the evangelisation of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation’. !
Finally, Francis has asked us to be open to the joyful news of the Gospel. (Source: 
Archbishop Kieran O’Reilly SMA, Chair, National Mission Council) 

Fr. Michael Carey 

Mass Intentions this Sunday  
Sat 6.30pm Thomas O’Gorman(An)  
                    Joan Byrne (MM)             
Sun 8.30am Phyllis O’Rourke (An) 
Sun 11.15am Willie Rooney An) 
          Leo Watson (1st An) 
          Eithne Byrne (MM) !
Mass intentions for Next Week           
Mon 8.00am Darren Sower          Sat 10.00am Philip Markey 
Mon 10.00am Margaret Carolan                                              
Tues 8.00am Special Intention       Next Sunday  
Tues 10.00am  Kate & Pat Kinsella & 
                        Hughie & Molie Fields                   Sat 6.30pm   Philip Glynn & Janon & Gwen  
Wed 8.00am Special Intention           Glynn 
Wed  10.00am Frank Lee          Douglas Cormac (MM) 
Thurs 8.00am Jerry Ryan         Sun 8.30am Fergus O’Toole 
Thurs 10.00am Grace Hickey                 Sun 11.15am Patrick & Bernard Lenehan 
Fri 8.00am Margaret Creamer                                 
Fri 10.00am Leonardo Velez & Susana & Roberto Labora              

  

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass) 
We will have a Drynam Pastoral Team meeting on Tuesday at 8:00PM 

!
Family Mass 
St Colmcille’s Church are planning to celebrate a Family Mass, once a quarter, this Mass 
would be prepared with volunteers, parents and children. 
In order to do so we would need families to volunteer to help with the preparation of the 
Masses. If you are interested please contact the parish office. As it will involve working 
with children, vetting will be required ahead of taking part. 
We are planning to have the first Family  Mass in January. 

!
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr John Collins 8405948 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com   
Facebook:  
St. Colmcille's Church, Swords & Church of the Visitation, Drynam 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Extraordinary Month of Mission 

 “Within your will, O Lord all things are established” 
Newsletter Sunday 6th October 2019 !

Throughout October, Pope Francis calls us to renew our missionary commitment 
during this special month of prayer and action.  
Who, me? 
At Baptism you were given a special mission to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with 
all peoples. 
Why? 
Everyone has the right to hear the Gospel: The Good News that God loves them 
unconditionally and that love is stronger than death. 
What Mission? 
Jesus calls us to share the blessings we have received with others, beginning with the gift 
of faith. 
Where? 
Half the world has never heard of Jesus! 
Christ sends us, his Church, to reveal and to communicate the love of God to all nations. 
He calls us to bear witness to his especially in situations of poverty, persecution and 
marginalisation throughout the world. 
We still have an enormous task to accomplish: 

TOGETHER WE ARE MISSION !
This year, 2019, marks the one hundredth anniversary since the publication by 

Pope Benedict XV of his mission document titled Maximum Illud. It was the first major 
mission document of the twentieth century. The document signalled the beginning of a new 
journey to understand more fully that ‘momentous call’ of the Lord to ‘go into the whole 
world and preach the Gospel to all creation’ (Mk 16:15). To mark the occasion, Pope 
Francis has called for and Extraordinary Month of Mission, to be celebrated during 
Mission Month (October) 2019. !

In the year 1919, in the wake of the tragic global conflict that the Pope had called 
a ‘useless slaughter’, Benedict XV recognised the need for a more evangelical approach to 
missionary work in the world, so that it would be purified of any colonial overtones and 
kept far away from the nationalistic and expansionistic aims that had proved so disastrous. 
‘The Church of God is universal; she is not alien to any people,’ he wrote…. !

Pope Francis hopes, in our time to re-awaken a commitment to evangelisation that 
will bring the Gospel to all peoples and, also, to ‘taking up again with renewed fervour the 
missionary transformation of the Church’s life and pastoral activity’. This task is an 
‘essential task’ as Vatican II stressed – the Church is missionary by her very nature…. !

http://www.swords-parish.com%20%20email
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
How much better our family life would be if we used the words….  

Please. Thank you…and I’m sorry. Pope Francis    
Music Ministry 
With the Folk Group and the Choir, we have a wonderful music ministry in our Parish and 
all of us want it to flourish. Have you considered joining 
The Church Choir 
New members are always welcome. Membership of the choir is not very onerous; it 
involves singing at Mass at 11.15am on Sundays and singing at the Christmas and Easter 
celebrations. Practice is normally held for half an hour before Mass. You don’t have to 
have a great voice to join the choir. As long as you can hold a tune you would be very 
welcome. Remember that to sing is to pray twice. So please give it some thought. Just talk 
to Morgan Crowley (Director) or Maurice Kealy (Secretary) or indeed any choir member  
The Folk Group 
The Folk group has more or less remained unchanged since I arrived in the Parish. It is 
now a small group. If one or two members cannot make it for any reason there is no point 
in the folk group turning up, as happened last Saturday. First and foremost, new members 
for the folk group would come from the regulars to this 6.30pm Saturday Vigil Mass. If no 
new members come forward the folk group may come to an end. Please give it thoughtful 
and prayerful consideration. 
The First Eucharist Programme – the Bridge Programme 
Last weekend the boys and girls of our Parish Schools who will be receiving their 1st Holy 
Communion in May 2020 were enrolled into the Programme. Theirs names are written on 
the pillar at ‘Our Lady’s Altar’. During the Mass the children made some promises. This 
was followed by their parents promising that they would partake in the programme and 
pray with their children. A lot of work goes into the programme.  
I would like to thank the schools: St. Colmcille’s GNS and St. Colmcille’s BNS – class 
teachers: Ms. Ahearne and Ms. Mills; Ms. Hoey and Ms. McKenna and the parents 
organising committee. But a special thanks to Sr. Mary and Sr. Margaret who organise and 
drive this programme and whose assistance in preparing the boys and girls for this 
Sacrament is invaluable !
Scoil an Duinninigh 
This week the boys and girls from Scoill an Duinninigh will celebrate their first liturgy on 
their journey to receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation next year. The liturgy is a 
beautiful and simple Ceremony of Commitment. This celebration will take place on 
Tuesday 8th October at 1pm in the Church of Our Lady of the Visitation, Drynam. !!
Anam Cara North Dublin, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is 
holding a Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 16th October at 
7:20pm in the Carnegie Court Hotel, Swords, Co. Dublin. This event is free and 
open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the 
circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not. Please contact us 
on info@anamcara.ie or 085 2888 888 for any queries. !

!!
UNIVERSAL PRAYER CHAIN 
As an act of solidarity and love for all people, Pope Francis is inviting everyone to join the 
EMM2019 Universal Prayer Chain during the month of October. This worldwide prayer 
chain will connect the whole Church family, and give us all a little extra strength to live out 
our mission as Catholics!  !
WHO - Everyone, everywhere, all over the world is invited to pray the official EMM2019 
prayer  
WHEN - Every Friday after the Angelus, throughout the month of October  
WHY - Through praying together we'll revitalise and reawaken our missionary spirit !
Even though the Prayer Chain happens each Friday in October, World Missions Ireland 
invites everyone to pray The Extraordinary Month of Mission Prayer as often as possible 
A few of us met in the Church last Friday at 12noon to ‘say’ the Angelus and recite this 

prayer. We shall do so again on Friday 11th; 18th and 25th. Why not join us! !
THE EXTRAORDINARY MONTH OF MISSION  
The Extraordinary Month of Mission Prayer 
Heavenly Father,when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ  
rose from the dead, 
He commissioned His followers to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’  
and you remind us that through our Baptism we are made sharers in the 
mission of the Church.  
Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be courageous and zealous  
in bearing witness to the Gospel, so that the mission entrusted to the 
Church, which is still very far from completion, may find new and 
efficacious expressions that bring life and light to the world.  
Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the saving love  
and mercy of Jesus Christ,who lives and reigns with you,in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. Amen 

!
God’s Housekeepers 
The next date for cleaning the Church is next Friday 11th October after the 10.00am Mass. 
Can cleaning group 2 for this Friday please turn up! Also if anyone has a half hour to spare 
you would be most welcome !
Swords Tidy Towns are holding a fund raising quiz on Thursday 24th October 
in the Old Boro. at 8.00pm . €10 per person for tables of 4. Lots of fun and spot 
prizes in the night. Please support this worthy cause. 

!
We welcome the following newly Baptised to our Parish Community: 
Luna Ana Neacsu, Caoimhe Anne McCarthy

	


