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spirituality, making faith a sort of private comfort zone which does not require reaching out 
to others. The Church is not a spiritual supermarket where I can serve myself and top-up on 
ways to save my own soul without ever speaking to anyone else or thinking of the 
consequences of my actions. 
The “Creator Spirit” is the one who helps us steer the path of human progress in a new 
direction, within a framework respectful of God’s design for his creation, forcing us to 
transform our individualism and self centeredness into a response of generosity, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, that spirit of unity and the bond of love, Lord and giver of life.” (Source: Fr. 
Tommy Lane – Professor of Sacred Scripture, Maryland, USA)           Fr. Michael Carey 
Mass intentions for Next Week 
Mon 10.00am Thomas, Annie & James McKenna            Sat 10.00am John & Mary Mulligan 
Tues 8.00am  Cathal Kelly                            Sun 6.30am Ted O’Connor & 
Tues 10.00am Frank Duff - Servant of God               Dec family members 
Wed 8.00am Esther & William Spencer                            Sun 8.30am Jim Nevin Jnr    
Wed 10.00 Michael Lambe                                Sun 11.00am Michael & Mary  
Thurs 8.00am Special intention                                                                  Moroney & Family 
Thurs 10.00am Thomas Savage & Dec family members                   Patricia Caul (1st An) 
Fri 8.00am Aisling Burke                                         
Fri 10.00am Vera Barker                                              Sun 6.30pm Richard Forbes 

Church of the Visitation Drynam      The Visitation of the BVM 
Mass Times for Drynam: Sun, 10.00am, 11.00am (Irish Mass)& 12 noon Mon & Tues 9.20am 
Today at Mass we will outline the implications of a recent Fire Officer’s report on 
compliance of our church with fire regulations.                 Tea and coffee after all Masses 

!
Pentecost Sunday 
Today we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are given to the Church to enable us to fulfil our mission of building God’s kingdom. We 
invite you after Mass to take a gift and a fruit from the baskets in the sanctuary and to pray 
for a fresh outpouring this coming week of the particular fruit and gift selected  

!
Anne McDonagh 
After 52 years – amazing! Anne will retire as Choir Director at the end of June, when the 
Choir is due to take their summer holidays.  

!
Cemetery Sunday –  
St. Colmcille’s Cemetery Mass will take place on Sunday 25th June at 4.00pm. Mass will 
take place in the Church - followed by Blessing of the Cemetery. 

!
 St. Colmcille, abbot and missionary   – Friday 9th June, c. 521-597, one 
of the ‘Twelve Apostles of Ireland’, was born in Gartan, Co. Donegal. He 
founded monasteries at Derry, Durrow and Kells but felt compelled to leave 
Ireland as an act of penance around 563. With twelve companions he settles 
at Iona, just off the Isle of Mull, and this became the effective base for the 
evangelisation of Scotland and northern England. He died in 597 and his 
relics were later translated to Dunkeld !
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Fr. Michael Carey-8403378: Fr. Peter McCarron-8405948. 
Parish Secretary: Colette Stokes - Parish Office, Seatown Road-8407277 
(Mon to Fri 9.15am-12.30pm & Tues-Thurs 2pm-4pm) 
Sacristy: -8400547 (Mon –Sat 9.30am-9.55am and 10.30am to 10.50am) 
Website: www.swords-parish.com  Email: stcolmcilleschurch@gmail.com !

Pentecost Sunday 
The Feast of Pentecost must challenge! 

 “The love of God has been poured into our hearts, 
alleluia” 

Newsletter Sunday 4th June 2017 
The Church is called, to be “a sign and a sacrament of the unity in Jesus Christ of all 
humankind”.  Wherever Church exists, it must be a sign for all to see of unity and 
community. We all need community. We all need real community.  We need a deep sense of 
solidarity and care and love for one another. The Eucharist forms that unique sense of 
community through the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit is a spirit of freedom. The Spirit enters into our hearts and frees us from our fears 
and anxieties; from the walls of false protection we build around ourselves; from the limits 
we place on our ability to be truly loving people.  The Spirit breaks down within us those 
obstacles which prevent us from opening our hearts truly to God. 
The freedom which the Spirit brings is a freedom to serve; the freedom which comes from 
the Spirit unites.  The freedom which comes from the Spirit overcomes division.   The Spirit 
is “Lord and giver of life”, we recite in the Creed.  The freedom which comes from the 
Spirit is a freedom which generates life and rejoices when life can be lived to the full.    
In the scriptural tradition, the working of the Spirit at Pentecost is contrasted with the 
division we see after the construction of the Tower of Babel, fruit of the shameless ambition 
of humankind.  We experience still today situations just as those at the time of the Tower of 
Babel. Growth, progress, economic interest and profit are pursued for their own sake, 
without any regard for the consequences for other areas of life, whether on the poor and 
excluded, or the environment, or on the global good of inclusion. The story Tower of Babel 
sheds light on what happens when an economic system or a political programme moves 
away from serving the common good and when we mere humans think that we can build 
towers which would reach to God himself, when we almost feel that we can act as God. 
A worldview based only on human ambition inevitably leads to divisions and confusion. 
Being on the side of life means being concerned about all those in our days and in our 
communities who, as a result of economic mismanagement, are not able to flourish in their 
lives and who experience anxiety and loneliness and even at times despair. 
The biblical image tells us that the division of language, fruit of the folly of human ambition 
symbolised by the Tower of Babel, has been overcome through the presence of the Spirit at 
Pentecost which enables peoples of all backgrounds to understand the same message and 
thus to understand each other.   The challenge for the Church is to be in the forefront in 
seeing that the work of the culture of the Spirit becomes embodied in real life. 
We live in a world in which for many individualism, self-expression and self-sufficiency 
become the sole driving force of human activity.  This Feast of Pentecost must challenge all 
of us to overcome that strong tendency towards individualism which we so often find in our 
society. We must also be aware of just how much that individualism can infect our 
understanding of the Christian faith.  We reduce our faith to a sort of book Christianity, 
something which serves to inspire my life and provide a comfortable, personal, armchair !!
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ADMINISTRATOR’S COLUMN 
  Antiphon –   They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, alleluia 

1st  Holy Communion - BNS 
Congratulations to the boys from St. Colmcille’s BNS who received their First 
Holy Communion last Saturday. I thank all involved -  Sr. Mary and especially the 
Principal and Teachers: Ms. Ciara Brangan (Principal), Ms. Carrie Flood and Ms. Elaine 
Clarke (Class Teachers) and Class room assistant, Ms. Megan O’Reilly. The music and 
singing was wonderful. Thank you to the 5th class boys and the Music Director, the Music 
teachers Ms. Blaithin White (Choir Director ), Ms Lisa Hoey, Ms Ciara Reynolds and 
organist Mr. John Burke. Again well done to all, it was a lovely occasion and congratulation 
to the boys’ parents and families. Both big days in the life our Parish – Confirmation and 
Communion went very well this year and they were lovely and prayerful occasions. Deo 
Gratias 
1st Holy Communion 
Now that the First Holy Communions are finished for this year I’d like to sincerely thank Sr. 
Margaret and Sr. Mary who co-ordinate the ‘Do This in Memory’ programme for the Parish. 
This is a tremendous programme which has greatly enhanced the preparation for this 
Sacrament both for the children and their parents. A lot of time and effort goes into its co-
ordination and the programme could not happen without the participation of the parent’s 
committee from St. Colmcille’s GNS and BNS. Again a sincere thank you to the parents 
who were members of these committees. 
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Exams - A Student’s Prayer 

Loving God be with me now, as I prepare for my exams. 
Thank you for the many talents and gifts 

You have given me and for the opportunity of education. 
Calm my nerves and anxiety, help me to remember all that I have 

studied, 
To express it clearly and to answer the questions the very best that I can. 

Holy Spirit, be with me in my exam – and always. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen 
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He Has Spoken Through the Prophets...Viatores Christi would like to remind you about our third 
and final talk in the series on renewal and the future of the Church. This will feature journalist and 
broadcaster Ms. Pat Coyle.  Pat was born in Derry City in 1957 The Catholic Church and the war on 
her front street have been two of the most potent patriarchal forces in her life. Wed June 7th 2017 at 
7.00pm to 9.30pm in the Lecture Hall, Belvedere College Suggested donation €10 To book you place 
call 01-8689986 or email shane@viatoreschristi.com !

RECENTLY DECEASED  
Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently: 
Harry Sheridan   Chapel Lane 
Thomas Fitzsimons  St Cronan’s Grove 
Ursula Murphy (nee Lawlor)   Abbleylea Ave 

!
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Ecumenical Bible Week –Swords- 6th to 8th June 
This is an exciting and successful venture which is now on its fourth year. It includes parish 
based events around Dublin and surrounding areas. For 2017, the topic is ‘Faith comes from 
hearing the Word of Christ’ (Rom 10.17). 
St. Colmcille’s  Church, Swords is hosting this event over three days: 
• The Bible and your ‘Other’ – Faith beyond Frontiers  
Tuesday June 6 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Jools Hamilton (Methodist Chaplain to 
Trinity College. Founder of YouthSpirit and so-founder of The Good Summit he travels 
widely as a preacher, speaker, teacher and facilitator) 
• Christianity – A Beautiful Insanity!!  
Wednesday June 7 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Frank Brown (Parish Pastoral Worker 
in the Clondalkin area) 
• Listening to Hear  
Thursday June 8 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm Presenter: Éibhlís NicUaithuas DC (A Daughter of 
Charity and Spiritual Director. Co-ordinator of biblical studies in the Archdiocese of 
Dublin) 
There is no cost, or pre booking required– just turn up! 

REMINDER – taking place in the CHURCH !
Golf Classic – Bumper Raffle 

Tickets on sale outside the church this weekend after all weekend masses – also on sale in 
sacristy. TICKETS €5.00 A STRIP OR 3 STRIPS FOR €10.00 
ALL FUNDS TO GO TOWARDS PARISH RE-DECORATING OF THE CHURCH. 
Raffle will be held @ our annual Golf classic Thursday June 8TH                  Great Prizes ! 
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Pilgrimage Walk – Sat 10th June  
The pilgrimage walk will take place on Saturday 10th June, a day after the Feast of St. 
Colmcille which falls on Friday 9th June. The walk will commence at 2.00pm at St. 
Finian’s, River Valley. The duration of the walk is two hours. The walk will be framed 
around St. Matthew’s Gospel, the relevant gospel for this year. It will finish at St. Cronan’s, 
Brackenstown. !
Parish Holiday-Rome, the Eternal City – 
Thursday 28th September – Tuesday 3rd October  
A guided tour. Staying at the Hotel Domus Carmelina 3*, 
which is centrally located in Rome about 10 mins walk from St. 
Peter’s Cost: €799.00 per person sharing on a bed and 
breakfast basis. This price is subject to availability.   
This holiday is organised through MAP Travel 36 Upper 
O’Connell Street, Dublin 1.    Tel: (01) 8783111. MAP Travel is 
licensed and bonded with the Commission for Aviation Regulation Licence No. T.A. 0474. 
Deposit €250 per person. Can be booked through Colette at the Parish Office or direct with 
MAP 	

mailto:shane@viatoreschristi.com
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